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but this is the only ¢ case whi ic A it has becn 
LECTURES my lot to witness, for in many-cysted ovn- 
rian dropsy, it far more frequently happesa 
—in nine cases out ten at least, and, pro- 
bably, in larger proportion—that the cells 
DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. | are not in communication with euch other, 
the tapping of one cyst producing a partial 
relief merely. Further, in ovarian dropsy, 
the inner surface is not alw ays equable, but 
is, we are told, now and then covered with 
DR. BLUNDELL. those excrescences which have, by Burns, 
beea compared to the cotyledons in the uteri, 
_ of the ruminating animals; and I would the 
Lecture XX. rather notice this in giving you the morbid 
. . anatomy of tie disease, because we have 
Of Encysted Accumulation and Dropsy of the been advised to excite the adhesive inflam. 
Ovary. mation, so as to occasion a cohesion of the 
As water may accumulate in the perito- | sides of the cysts to each other, and these 
neum, so ulso it sometimes collects in the | irregularities must throw in our way an im- 
ovariaa vesicles—those small vesicles with pediment to sucha practice. In the ‘auatomy 
which the ovary is filled, aud which consti- | of ovarian dropsy, it is important, too, to 
tute the eggs of the human species. At | recollect, that the cysts vary considerably in 
first these vesicles contain but little fluid, | the thickness of their sides ; and sometimes 
ouly a few drops, or drachms, or ounces ;| we find them no thicker than a piece of 
but the disease proceeding, at length piuts,| brown paper, and sometimes, as when 
and quarts, and gallons, and larger mea- | scirrhus concurs with dropsy, their thick- 
sures, may accumulate, and the ovary may | ness may equal or exceed that of the hand, 
become of a size enormously large. To the! a peculiarity of structure which must mate- 
late Mr, Cox, a zealous and very diligent in- | rially obstruct the operation of tapping. 
quirer, and a great loss to surgery, we are When the enlargement of the ovary is 
all of us indebted for the obstetiic curiosity | cystic, there may “be real variety in the 
here shown you, consisting of ovary, capa-| nature and consistency of its contents, 
ble of containing several pailfuls, it I may | which may be fiuid, viscid, or firm, like 
be allawed to use a homely measure. In | water, treacle, or conserve—a difference of 
several cysts the accumulation may take no small importance in relation to the 
place, and in all the cysts pretty equally, as operation of tapping. Nor ought you to 
in the preparation here exhibited; or the be led away with a notion that, in the 
dropsy may be seated in cue cyst ouly, as | first tappings, the accumulation will be 
the prinespal, though it almost always hap- watery, becoming more viscid as these tap- 
pens that other cysts are more or less filled; | pings” are repeat colle fur, m more than one 
it may be some few ounces only, while tle | instauce, | have myself found viscus in ova- 
principal cyst contains many gallous. It/| ries, which have never been tapped at ail; 
may be observed further, that where this|nor is the occurrence by any means iafre- 
dropsy consists of au accumulation of water! quent. Add to this, that, in many-cysted 
in several cysts, it sometimes happens that | enlargeme uts, there may be much d.flerence 
the cysts are im communication with each in the consis stency of the contents of the 
other, so thut the water flows out of the one | different receptacies in the same ovary, nor, 
into the other. The late Mr. Cline used to | with the exclusion of tapping, do I know of 
exhibit a preparation of this sort, observing | any diagnostic by which the cousistency of the 
that, if you tapped one of the cysts in Uhis | | accumulat on way be determined, excepting 
state of the paris, you would, of couse-|that which is taken from fluctuation; for 
quence, empty ail the rest at the same time ; | although, when the fluctuation is obscure, 
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we must not hastily infer that the contents! 


of the sweling are not aqueous, we may 
safely conclade that they are of this con- 
sistency, when the undulation is found to be 
lively and «distinct. Where a woman has 
been tapped frequently under this disease, 
I strongly suspect that extensive adhesions 
to the parts adjacent will be by no means 
infrequent; but if the disease have been 
unattended with much inflammation, it does 
certainly scmetimes happen that the adhe- 
sions of the enlarged ovary are very slight, 
so that the whole mass may be taken away. 
The immense ovary here shown, probably 
the largest preserved in any museum, setting 
aside its healthy connexion with the side of 
the pelvis, was bound to the adjacent parts 
by one adhesion only, a part not bigger than 
two of my fingers, and which could have 
been easily cut, through the whole of the 
enormous ovary, excepting these two parts 
being perfectly detached. Now, when any 
of you hereafter are dissecting the hydro- 
pic ovary, I would recommend you, in a 
view to extirpation, to observe how far the 
adhesions are of frequent occurrence ; and 
where they do occur, whether they are cir- 
cumscribed, or of extensive kind, and what 
are the symptoms which precede or accom- 
pany them, and which indicate their ex- 
istence. In dropsy of the ovary, too, let it 
be remembered, that the disease is not al- 





domen, and that it fluctuates more or less 
distinctly, and has been somewhat rapid in 
its growth, there can be but little doubt 
that the affection is a dropsy of the ovary, 
pure, or combined with scirrhus. Rapid 
growth, when it occurs, is an excellent 
diagnostic ; for, though slow growth is no 
certain disproof of encysted accumulation, 
we may be a'most certain that the ovary is 
enlarged from dropsy, scirrho-dropsy, or, 
at all events, an encysted accumulation of 
one kind or another, if the growth have taken 
place in the course of a few months. 

Again. When patients labour under 
ovarian dropsy of earlier formation, the 
whole ovary not being bigger than a child’s 
head, as in the case of seirrhus, the tumour 
may fall down between the vagina and the 
rectum, In these cases symptoms similar to 
those before enumerated may be produced ; 
and, on examining with care, you find a 
swelling which fills the pelvis, with the 
vagina in front, and the rectum behind, and 
a certain character of fluctuation obvious 
enough, if the ovary be thin ; so that there 
are three characteristics by which the recto- 
vaginal dropsy of the ovary may be known: a 


| tumour within the cavity of the pelvis, with 
| the vagina in front, and the rectum poste- 


riorly; a fluctuation more or less palpable, 
and an assemblage of symptoms more nume- 
|rous in some cases, of smaller number in 


ways simple ; with ovarian dropsy, scirrhus others, but most of them referrible to irrita- 


may be combined, whether this be seated in 
the ovary itself, or in the uterus ; the com- 


bination of scirrhus and dropsy, in the same 
ovary, being by no means uncommon ; add 
to which, that when the ovary on one side 
is affected with dropsy, the ovary on the 


other side may be affected with dropsy too. 


Character.—W hen a woman labours under 
dropsy of the ovary, of longer standing and 
of greater size, she tells you, perhaps, that 


|tion, obstruction, and compression of the 
viscera within the pelvis. 

In ovarian dropsy, of earlier formation, 
however, the enlarged ovary generaily lies 
above the brim, and there, in the iliac 
fossa, to the right or left, it may usually 
be found forming a tumour, not inaptly 
compared to the feetal head, of tuberose sur- 
face, or equable. A dropsy of this kind it 
may not be so easy to distinguish as the pre- 





she has been ill for months or years to- ceding, as the fluctuation may not be de- 
gether; and you examine the abdomen, and monstrable through the abdominal coverings, 


find that it fluctuates—if the cysts be thick, 
obscurely —if thin, as distinctly as in 
ascites, or a dropsy of the uterus, or an 


Nothing, however, is easier, than to ascer- 
tain that the ovary is enlarged, and if at the 
end of a few months there be a great incre- 


accumulation of water in the bladder, and ment of bulk, we may be pretty certain that 


therefore you should be on your guard. 


|the enlargement is from effusion, whether 


Further. On making inquiry, you learn | watery, viscid, puriform, or of other charac- 


that the tumour is lying more on one side 
of the pelvis than the other (a great charac- 
teristic of the disease) ; and unless, indeed, 


jter; for, as before observed, there is much 
variety here. 
| Where there is a dropsy of the ovary, 


the tumour be large enough to fill the whole |the general health is not infrequently 


cavity, you find, moreover, that it occupies | good, especially in the middle or earlier 


the inferior and middle, rather than the 


period of the disease ; the woman sometimes 





superior, part of the abdomen; and now) becoming much reduced in the latter pe- 
and then, indeed not uncommonly, the sur- | riod, and suffering much from cachexia, In 
face of the cyst is tuberose, as in the prepa-|some cas@s, the quantity of the urine se- 
ration here exhibited. Now, on examina-|creted may be considerably diminished, 
tion, if you find an abdominal tumour of | though a pretty free secretion is by no means 
tuberose surface, or even of surface round|uncommon. Nor is it to be forgotten, that 
and equable, or if you find that the tumour |in dropsy of the ovary, as in scirrhus, there 
inclines to the one or other side of the ab-|may be an edematous swelling of the legs, 
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OVARIAN DROPSY—TREATMENT. 


or of one leg more than the other; and care | 
must be taken that this do not deceive you | 
into a belief that the woman labours under | 
anasarca of the common kind. The wdema! 
seems to be the result of pressure on the 
vessels above, and this is, perhaps, the rea- 
son why one side swells more than the 
other, namely, that side on which the tu- 
mour is principally seated. Women once 
tapped, often fill rapidly afterwards, but 
the first growth of ovarian dropsy occupies 
very different periods, varying from mouths 
to years, for | have reason to believe, that 
large collections of water may take place in 
the course of a few months only, and, in 
the latter case, the general health is more 
likely to suffer. 

Treatment.—The treatment of this disease 
may be divided, | think, into three kinds, 
that which is proper in the way of palliating 
the affection ; that, again, which is proper, 
with a view of radically curing the disease ; 
and that which is required, if, indeed, any 
be required, where the cure of the disease 
is taking place spontaneously, for such cures 
do now and then occur. In medicine, 1 
believe, you have no effectual means of 
paliiating these encysted accumulations, 
and, in general, those may do best, who 
struggle least. The dropsy of the ovary 


cannot be cured, in the general, by diure- 


tics, cathartics, emetics, mercurial action, 
or the like; and, therefore, you ought to 
be very cautious how you have recourse 
to any of these means, at least with violence, 
lest you should leave the patient in a worse 
condition than you found her. I will not 
venture to say you are not justifiable in 
making gentle attempts with these remedies, 
but experience shows, that from these me- 
dicines so little good is to be obtained, that, 
in attempts like these, the constitution 
ought not to be injured. The most effec- 
tual means of pallating the disease is by 
tapping, and, in the ordinary modes of prac- 
tice, even this is to be delayed as long as 
may be, for if a woman is once tapped, 
she often fills very rapidly again ; it may be 
years before she requires the first tapping, 
but she may r@quire to be tapped the second 
time, in the course of a few days or weeks, 
or, at the most, of a few months, so that if 
we operate injudiciously, we are making 
bad worse. In performing this operation of 
tapping, where, it seems, from the large bulk 
of the tumour, to be absolutely necessary, | | 
would recommend you in all cases to be} 
careful to know whether the woman is preg- 

nant, and whether the tumour arise from 

the retention of urine ; for great scandal, if | 
I may be allowed the expression, has arisen 

to our profession, from neglecting inqui- 

ries of this kind. Distended bladder has 

been mistaken for ovarian dropsy ; nay, the 

uterus itself has been tapped, when the wo- 
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man has been pregnant, and, in dropsy of 
the ovum, more especially ; and it does not 
follow, because you have once tapped a wo- 
man for ovarian dropsy, that, therefore, a se- 
cond time the operation is to be performed, 
without previously inquiring whether the 
uterus or the bladder be full; for when the 
second tapping is proposed, the supposed 
ovarian dropsy may, in reality, be an enlarge- 
ment of the womb or bladder: be on your 
guard, therefore. In all cases where cir- 
cumstances lead you to suspect that there 
may be an accumulation of water in the 
bladder, a catheter introduced, with cau- 
tions formerly given, will give the diagnos- 
tic ; and, in every instance, when the uterus 
is suspected, let a careful examination be 
instituted by the vagina. You should re- 
member, also, where you are thinking of 
the operation of tapping the ovary, that the 
water is sometimes collected in several 
cysts, as in the preparations on the table, 
and that those cysts are not always, nor, in- 
deed, generally, in communication with each 
other; these cysts, whether communicating 
or Separate, are more especially to be looked 
for, provided the tumour in the abdomen 
have a tuberose surface, as in the prepara- 
tion here exhibited. Hydatids too, may, I 
believe, form in the ovary, but the acci- 
dent is rare; and hence when, from the 
form of the tumour, many cysts are sus- 
pected, it may be proper to mention to the 
friends, though not to the patient herself, 
that there is a chance of your not being 
able to empty the ovary completely, so that 
disappointment may be prevented. 

I have already observed to you, that in 
many cases where the ovary is hydropic, 
the cyst may be very thin, and tapped as 
easily as the common integument; but, fur- 
ther, when going to perform this operation, 
remember, that sometimes the front of the 
ovary is thick, and that if you do not push 
the instrument far enough, on withdrawing 
the trocar, you are surprised to find that not 


|a drop of water is coming away, and this 


though you know the case to be dropsical ; 
whereas if the trocar is pushed further, the 
water will flow, and readily enough; cases 
of this kind are not, on the whole, very un- 


|}common, and they not only occasion more 


dificulty in tapping, but there is the more 
risk of a dangerous inflammation, provided 
the instrument is pushed through a good 
deal of diseased substance. All this should 
be well weighed before you operate; in- 
deed, in these cases of schirro-dropsy, it 
may, I suspect, be better not to operate at 
all. When a women has been tapped often, 
it is said that, after every operation, the fluid 
which issues may become thicker and thicker ; 
thick as soap suds, thick as treacle, or of 
denser consistency than this; but though 
this may be true, you are not to suppose 
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that it is only after repeated tappings that | and the general health and spirits flagging 
these thickenings occur; for, as before ob- | but little in consequence. A lady wastappe 

served, the contents of the ovary may be | by Portal, eight-and-twenty times; and ina 
viscid from the very first, and this becomes | case related by Ford, the patient was tapped 
very probable, provided you find that the | forty-nine times, 2649 pints being taken 
fluctuation, is very obscure. 1 remember| from her; by the late Mr. Martineau of 


once seeing a woman in the East of the 
town, labouring under a dropsy of this kind, 
for which tapping was recommended. On 
seeing this woman, I told the friends that 
the contents of the ovary were probably 
viscid; for, though the growth had been 
rapid, the fluctuation was obscure ; nor did | 
regret this cautionary opinion, fir when 
the ovary was tapped, there came away 
enough to show that encysted accumu- 
lation existed ; but still the discharge was 
sparing, viscid, and the tumour remained un- 
reduced. Mr. Abernethy afterwards saw this 
case, when the urgency of the distention 
led the attendant to operate again, with as 
little benefit as before; on observing this, 
Mr, Abernethy prudently dissuaded from 
further attempts, observing, as I was in- 
formed, that it would not do to go on boring 
holes in the belly, agnosco hominem, and ulti- 


mately the patient died. When you are 


going totap, let it be further remembered | 


that, after all your best care, inflammation 
of the cyst may occur, slight, or in that de- 
gree which may carry off the patient. 

The late Mr. Chevalier once had oc- 
casion to tap an ovary containing seven- 
teen gallons; in this case it was thought 
proper to proceed with caution, and the 
water was drawn off, not all at once, for 
this sudden collapse would have been 
dangerous, but at three or four different 
times, yet notwithstanding the prudent maa- 
ner in which the operator proceeded, exten- 
sive inflammation of the cyst ensved, and the 


Norwich, a woman was tapped eighty 
| times, and from her thirty hogsheads were 
jextracted. For a reference to theze cases I 
}am indebted to an excellent and laborious 
| obstetric writer, | mean Burns. Although 
'women do live now and then to undergo 
these frequent tappings, end other instances 
jhave been communicated to me, yet they 
|more generally sink; and hence, in ordi- 
nary practice, the longer the first tapping 
‘ean be delayed the better, for there is 


| nothing more unwise than to ground your 


general practice upon the exceptidn to the 
lrule, though the error is not infrequently 
;committed. Make the best of it, and tap- 
ping, after all, is but an unsatisfactory 
|sort of remedy; dangerous in scirrho- 
dropsy—of partial relief in dropsy with 
many cysts—of no effect when the encysted 
| material is viscid—obnoxious to inflamma- 
tions — adhesions — suppurations —exhaus- 
tions — repetitions —and death, even in 
| cases the most favourable ; and the more I 
| have seen of this operation, the more I have 
felt inclined to whisper to myself, when the 
surgeon has taken up his instrument—“ I 
wish he could do something better.” 





, FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
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woman died hectic, at the end of a few} EFFECT OF PRUSSIC ACID ON PLANTS. 
weeks, with one or two gallons of puriform | By M.R. Gorrrrrrt. 

matter in the cyst. It is remarkable that 

no inflammatory tenderness accompanied| Tne experiments of M. Macaire-Prierep, 
this attack, When a woman is tapped, / the results of which we detailed in No. 269, 
she may also sink in a few days trom | are, for the most part, confirmed by those of 
symptoms of exhavstion,—symptoms very | M. Goeppert, of which the following is a 
similar to those arising from tloodings, or | short account. 

cholera merbus. And this, ] suppose, more Plants, with their roots immersed in a 
frequently happens when the ovary fills| solution of prussic acid, (five parts to 400 
again very rapidly, say in the course of a/of distilled water,) died in a shorter or 
few weeks ; instances of which | have my-|longer period, the maximum of which was 
self seen. Some women sink in this man-| five days, (Senecio vulgaris,) and the mini- 
ner alter the first tapping, or thus many/mum six hours (Fumaria capreoiata). In 
sink gradually after they have been tapped | all plants the stalk became discoloured, con- 
some five or six times, which may, per- | tracted, and, at last, shrunk up; the eflect 
haps, be on average number; in a few/on the leaves was rather slow, and first 
rare cases they may live to be tapped much | manifested itself in the veins, which be- 
oitener, and, indeed, there are cases which} came of a brown colour; graminaceous 
you should ireat with peculiar attention, in| plants seemed to be the least susceptible of 
which the constitution seems to suffer but| the poisonous action. In milky plants, as 
very little, and where the woman may be|the euphorbie, papaveracee, &c., the juice 
tapped a surprising number of times, very | ceased to flow from the lower parts, which 
great quantities of fluid being taken away, were affected by the poison, while, in the 
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upper, it continued to escape as before ;{intermittent character; every morning, at 


this difference being evidently uot pro- 
duced by the chemical action of the acid, 


(as was ascertained by mixing some acid | 


with the juice,) the author infers that it 
depended on its destructive influence on 
te contractility of the lactiferous vessels, 


‘The vapours of prussic acid were found to) 


be as deleterious as the solution ; in either 
case, the poisonous action was not commu- 
nicated from the leaves to other parts, 
although the poison being applied to the 
roots, the rest of the plaut was always 
more or less rapidly affected. The leaves 
of those plants which contain prussic acid, 
as laurel, &c., being submitted to the action 
of bydrocyan.c vapours, died as quickly as 
those of other plants; a@ small quantity of 
powdered laurel leaves, or bitter almonds, wus 
sufficient to kill branches detached from the same 
trees, while no effect was observed to take place, if 
branches, recently separated from these trees, were 
brought into contact even with the most delicate 
plants. As to the means by which suc}: a vola- 
tile substance as prussic acid isretained in the 
living plants, though emitted almost inme- 
diately after their death, we are perfectly 
ignorant of them, From some of M. Goep- 
pert’s experiments, it appears that eleva- 
tion of temperature increases the action of 
the prussic acid; in vo case was it found 
possible to restore the plants which had 
once exhibited sigus of being poisoned : 
the carbonate of ammonia was often em- 
ployed as an antidote, but without success. 
From chemical analysis of the poisoned 
plants, it appeared that the prussic acid was 
directly absorbed, and ull parts of the plants 
seemed to contain nearly the same quantity 
of it; on carefully dissecting them, it was 
found that the celis were shrunk and con- 
tracted, and their greea colour completely 
destroyed, while the spiral vessels had 
undergone no alteration whatever. This 
explains the circumstance of monocostyle- 
donous being less affected than dic ‘tyle- 
donous plants, the former containing more 
spiral vessels and cellular tissue than the 
latter.—dunales des Science, Nutur. 


INTERMITTENT OPHTHALMIA CURED Ry 
SULPNATE OF QUININE. 
related by Dr. Heute 
A labourer, about 68 ye 
a robust and plethoric constitu 
in August last, affected with a 
br achitis, which was followed b 
the rik lit 


but 


This case is 
Marburg. 
age, of 


or 
was, 


rs of 


' 


and vio! headach over 
sinus; at first, the pain was 
and as it never 
hours in the morning, hard y prevented hi 
from continuing his w 
imtcise, 


asted tor than a fey 


more 


rk; but it gradun ly 


became more una O; AN ANparent 


ceed 


leight o’clock, the patient was seized with 


shivering, followed by heat and profuse 
perspiration ; at the same time, the head- 
ach became more violent and throbbing, 
and though, at first, confined to the right 
half of the forehead, gradually extended 
over the right side of the face, the skin 
of which became swelled, and covered with 
an erysipelatous redness ; the right eye was 
extremely painful, and incapable of bearing 
the light, and the conjunctiva violently in- 
jected. These symptoms, which were con- 
lined to the right sid g lasted for 
about three hours, t in profuse 
secretion of tears, after which the patient 
was perfectly well the rest of the day. 
; ] Ci ] b ¢ 


phoretics, emollient poultices, &c., having, 


rminat 


Geneial and ding, as well as dia- 
for a long time, been employed without any 
effect, and the periodical affection of the 
eye becoming still more intense, the sul- 
phate of quinine was, at last, resorted to, 
during the intermission; after a few doses, 
the attacks became less irequent and vio- 
lent, and by continuing its use for a few 
wecks, the patient was perfectly cured.-— 
Journ. von Graefe. 
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VOLUMINOUS VARICOCELE; 


Success/ ully treated by Tying the Spermatic 
Arteries, 

Nicol. Rigneri, a native of Greece, of a 
robust constitution, had enjoyed good health 
up to his fifteenth year, wie. he observed a 
tumour forming on the left side of the scro- 
tum, which gradually increased, and at last 
attained such a size, as almost entirely to 
prevent him from walking, Several sur- 
geons had been consulted, who recommend- 
ed absolute rest and cold lotions ; but, as 
the tumour continued to enlarge, he applied, 
in October last, to M. Amusat. Fifteen 
years had then elapsed since the first ap- 
pesrance of the tumour, which had now be- 
come of the size of a child's head, and, al- 
though free from pain, and unaccompanied 
by any general constitutional disturbance, 
r ndered almost every movement dif 
ficult, that the pati anxious to have 
it rem nature 
of tue enlargement having 
certuined, M. Amusat res not to re- 
the testicle, but to place a ligature 

t ’ the aflected 


] ! 
TAA 


£0 


rved by : n. The 

en clearly as- 
ved 
inove 


rounua rv 


sperma'ic at 


aving 


ible i ! 
which was ci» 
eniar 
t 


Vv tne 


= : 
, and 
1 


tue il \ s,m} auress. a. 





774 


Shortly after the operation, inflammatory | 
symptoms, and, on the following day, a con- 
siderable cedematous swelling of the scro- 
tum ensued; but, after copious venesec- 
tion, and under the application of hot 
fomentations, these symptoms subsided ; 
and, on the fifth day, the wound presented 
a healthy suppurating surface, On the 
evening of the same day, however, an ab- 
scess formed on the left side of the scrotum, 
and, when opened, discharged a large quan- 
tity of very fetid, purulent, and ganerenous 
matter; a great portion of the scrotum be- 
came eventually gangrenous, but, fortunate- 
ly, the de ep-seated parts were not affected, 
and the large ulcer, resulting from the mor- 
tification of the skin and cellular tissue, was 
at last completely healed. The wound of 
the operation was cic itrised on the eivht- 
teenth after it: the ligatures having 
come away a few days before. At the time 
of the (on the 21st of i ebruary, 
the patient was perfectly cured, except that 
the left testicle had become atrophic ; the 
spermatic veins were changed into hard and 
tortuous chords.—La Clinique. 


, 
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report, 


YELLOW FEVER AT OIBRALTAR, 


This formidable epidemy has at last Ceased 
to rage; and, and since the 16th of January, 
it has been deemed unnecessary to enforce 
anv longer the quarantine, and the other sa- 
nitary rhe number of patients 
who were affected with the yellow fever, 
amounts to 5,270, to which, it appears, no 
less than 1300 must be added, who were 
hot entered in the official accounts ; 1412 
of the above number were soldiers, and 
amongst them the mortality was 1 to 5.41; 
amongst other patients, it was only 1 to 4.15; 
the absolute number of deaths was 1658. 

M. Chervin, whose researches on the 
nature of yellow fever have been given in a 
former number of Tne Lancer, was sent 
by the Académie Royale de Médecine of 
Paris to Gibraltar, in order to observe the 
epidemy. In his !ast communication to the 
Académie, he declares the disease at Gib- 
raltar to be identical with the yellow fever 
of the West Indies: and asserts, that the 
most scrvpulous investigations he 
during his stay at Gibraltar, with respect 
to the contagiosity or non-contagosiity of 
the disease, have only contributed to con 
firm his tormer opinion on the subject. 
M. Chereu 18 ace i v M. Li 


natter his arrival at Gibralter 


méasures. 


made, 


w mpatued b is, 
& soght atts t the cisease, from 
recovered wit 
the official r hervin and 
has been inid before the Acad 
at extract of it shall be given t 
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ON THE 
EXPORTATION OF DEAD BODIES 


FROM IRELAND TO ENGLAND AND 
SCOTLAND. 


To the Editor of Tue Lawcer. 


Dear Sin,—Had space permitted me, I 
intended to have concluded a late communi- 
cation with a few observations on the ex- 
portation of dead bodies from Ireland to 
Great Britain and Scotland; a subject, I 
assure you, of equal, if not of greater, im- 
portance to the interests of the medical 
schools of Dublin, than the repeal of any 
old, or the enactment of any new, law, for 
the regulating of supplies for anatomical 
pursuits. This novel branch of lrish com- 
merce, for such it may be designated, with- 
out any intention to exoggerate, has recent- 
ly increased to such an alarming extent, 
that its evils are deeply felt, and its extinc- 
tion anxiously desired by the medical pro- 
fession, and the whole population of Dublin. 
Notwithstanding the injurious consequences 
already resulting from this traffic, for which 
the word nuisance affords but a faint defini- 
tion, | confess | approach its discussion with 
difidence, and for two obvious reasons. In 
the first place, it is impossible to consider 
this topic fully, without a disclosure of de- 
tails, of which, perhaps, it were better that 
the public, impressed with its present feel- 
ings, should remain ignorant. Uufortu- 
nately, the study of our profession imposes 
on us the necessity of having recourse to 
measures for its attainment, the divulgence 
of which is calculated not only to awaken 
a still stronger sentimental hostility to our 
pursuits, but also to enable society to 
avenge the violation of its prejudices, by 
defeating those means which are essential 
to acquiring a knowlege of an indispensable 
art. In reforming, therefore, the abuse of 
these objectionable measures, it strikes me 
that care, if possible, should be taken to 
avoid this twofold inconvenience ; and that, 
in raising the veil of a system for the repair 
of its machinery, we do not imprudently ex- 
pose those parts of it which might subject 
the whole to popular destruction. In the 
second place, I am aware that any attempt 
ou my part to prevent this practice, may na- 
turally subject me, perhaps, to the odium 
of men in other places, who, in an irritable 
simile, might liken me to one who, having 
an abundance of provision, officiously steps 
forward to deprive a garrison in distress of 
the ubsistence. L admit the force 
7 this pathetic argument; and, as an ad- 
mirer, at least, of science, | should regret 
being in any menner instrumental to the 
curtailment of its spreading illumination. 
No law, however, either human or divine, 
with which I happen to be acquainted, or- 
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dains that we should love our neighbour 
better than ourselves, and when it becomes 
a question of convenience between two par- 
ties, where one of them possesses the power 
of accommodating himself, even at the ex- 
pense of the other, the moral duty ia such & 
case has been long since defined by Cicero, in 
his illustration of the two men in danger of 
drowning on one plank, the stronger of 
whom he advises to save himself, though 
his companion should sink. I would, there- 
fore, justify my interference on the selfish 
grounds of expediency, created by those 





evils that, I shall hereafter show, arise out 
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will be the general result? Simply a multi- 
plication of these evils to an indefinite ex- 
tent. For the supply of the Dublin schools 
at present, a few abandoned characters are 
competent. Allow the exporting project 
free scope, and you increase, to an unlimited 
amount, the number of those dissolute men, 
to the manifest danger of society, by fami- 
liarizing their minds with scenes and actions 
which exercise the worst moral influence on 
the human heart. The local evils of this 
moral deterioration of character are now, in 
a great measure, kept within safe bounds ; 
the resurrectionists are checked by the vigi- 


of this custom, so inimical to the welfare of |lance of a responsible order of men, to 
the anatomical schools of Dublin, which, to | whom, as servants, they are amenable for 
me, are nationally of paramount considera- | their conduct ; but in the export trade, no 
tion ; for though ** L respect Cesar, [ love |such salutary control could be exercised 
Rome still more.” over them, the parties concerned residing at 

Such are the reasons which would have | a distance of several hundred miles. A new 
induced me to decline the discussion of this | race of resurrection men would undoubtedly 


theme, if they had not been opposed by 
others more cogent and convincing. ‘To the 
abolition of the usage on its own merits, an 
objection has been started which deserves | 
some attention, and it is this :—That the 


be created by such an arrangement, without 
any respectable body to wateh their conduct. 
Ihe home and foreign branches of this spe- 
cies of commerce differ in this important re- 
spect, that the former is conducted under 


the inspection of moral and educated men ; 
the latter would fall into the hands of a 
bullocks ; or, inshort, of any other commo- | band of ruffian speculators, who might ins 
dity which Ireland imports into England or | dulye their dangerous propensities without 
Scotland. T’o adding this novel item of dead | fear of punishment or detection. Were the 
bodies to the ‘day notes’ of our custom | trade, indeed, conducted by philosophers, 


exportation of dead bodies is precisely as 
justifiable as the exportation of dead or live 


houses, if honestly obtained in the way of | as one might suppose that the advocates of 
business, there appears, at first sight, in- | it intended or thought it would be, from their 
deed, no valid objection as an abstract pro- | unsuspicious opinions, there would be very 


position. A very convenient precedent, | little ground for such apprehensions ; but, 
too, for this argument, is found in the con- | carried on by its present agents, or by per- 
duct of the proprietors of the schools, who | sons of their description, (and by such men 
are well known to purchase dead bodies, | certainly would it be transacted, for, as so- 
and to retail them to their pupils at a con- | ciety is at present constituted, no reputable 
siderable profit. The great advantage, also, | character would embark in it.) the worst 
accruing to science, from an export trade of | consequences, I fear, might be justly anti- 


this description, has been adduced as an ad- 
ditional ground for its toleration, 1 am 
willing to allow the weight of these and al! 
other reasons which have been advanced 
in favour of the commercial disposal of the 
dead ; but the decision of the question in 
this manner, appears to me to be one of those 
unfortunate examples of false reasoning, in 
which the utility of a measure is judged of 
by its partial, instead of its general, conse- 
quences. Exporting dead bodies would, no 
doubt, be an excellent arrangement, if its 
good effects, alone, could be secured with- 
out its evils. It should, however, be recol- 
lected, that the exhumation of bodies, and 
the sale of them by the proprietors of 
schools, which are assumed as a sufficient 
sanction for the export traffic, are by all, 
even on this small scale, considered great 
evils ; a circumstance which | deem it unne- 
cessary to prove, as I have never met with 
one sceptical enough not to believe it. Admit 


a free exportation of this kind, and what) 


|cipated, Not the least injurious of those 
|consequences would be the lowering of 
jthe medical profession in the eyes of the 
| public, who would inevitably confound the 
‘cultivator of science with the spoliator of 
|the grave, the ‘‘ receiver" being, prover 
| bially, ‘‘ as bad as the thief.” If circum- 
stances, therefore, render the exhumation 
and the sale of bodies necessary in a given 
place, I think the exigencies of that parti- 
cular place should be the measure of the 
‘evils of the system ; and that it is too much 
| to expect that any people would permit the 
/extension of these evils for the accommoda- 
tion of the inhabitants of another country, 
who would thus have all the advantages, 
witbout any of the inconveniences, of such a 
isystem. It is, consequently, unfair to view 
this question as a mere mercantile transac- 
tion, from which ict differs in all essential 
features but the one common to both, viz., 
value given and money received. 

Having thus disposed of the objections 
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which might be urged against the discus- 
sion of this question, and of the arguments 
advanced in favour of the system, I shal! 
proceed to describe the nature of this traf- 
fic as conducted in Dublin ; its pernicious 
effects, and the means which should be 
adopted for its total extinction. 

Anterior to the introduction of steam na- 
vigation into the Irish Channel, | am not) 
aware that this traflic was practised to any | 
considerable extent. ‘The facility of con- | 
veyance by steam vessels—the vast increase 
of medical pupils in these countries of late— 
the expense and scarcity of subjects in Eng- 
land and Scotland—and the abundance and 
cheapness of them in Dubtia ; all these con- 
curring circumstances pointed out the ex- 
portation of bodies {rom this city as a lucra- 
tive speculation. Put whatever may have 
been its origin, it is now reduced into a re- 
gulur system; and if we may judge of the 
quantity of bedies which reach their desti- 
nation, by the number of those which are 
intercepted on their passage, the amount 
exported must be beyond credulity, for 
there ‘scarcely passed a week during the 
present medical session, in which the quays 
of Dublin did not witness some disgust- 
ing disclosures of this description. The 





principal character concerned in the busi- 
ness, and who enjoys the well-earned in- 
famy of its invention, is a Mr. Wilson Ree, 


a Scotchman, I believe, by birth, and, as it 
would appear from his worse than Simoniscal 
pursuits, one also by disposition, a member 
of the London College,* one of his Majesty’s 
half-pay surgeons, and a resident of Irish- 
town, a small marine village, about three 
quarters of a mile from Dublin, and most 
happily situated for smuggling and body- 
snatching. By the aid of bribery, this car- 
cass-merchant has seduced out of the em- 
ployment of some of the proprietors of our 
anatomical schools, a band of resurrection 
men, whom he personally accompanies in 
their incursions on every church-yard in the 
vicinity of the city; and makes up for any 
accidental deficiency of plunder, by purchas- 
ing bodies from the servants of the private, 
teachers, which, by engagement, should be, 
delivered into their respective establish- 
ments, in which some of these mea are paid 
weekly throughoutthe whole year. For the 
reception of this partly-pilfered and paid. for 
prey, he has had a succession of depdis, | 
until a cargo is completed, or a convenient | 
mode of conveyance has offered, which he has | 
generally found in one of the steam-boats | 
on the Glasgow station, the cay tain of which | 
is well known to share in the disgraceful 
profits of ths trefiic. The name of this | 
* We hope our friend is in error here 
we do not find the name of Wilsen Kae in the | 
last ligt of members of the College.—Ep. L. 
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vessel, and of its accommodating come 
mander, I forbear at present to state; as 
(despicable as this other mercenary Scotch- 
man is,) 1 should not wish to be the in- 
strument of making himself and bis crew the 
victims of popular indignation. From the 
reckless manuer in which the miscreant 
Rae conducts this business, both in secur- 
ing and disposing of his plunder, the indig- 
nation against anatomical pursuits has ex- 
teaded through all ranks of society in Dub- 
lin. So perfectly indifferent is he to every 


lother consideration, except the gain of his 


infamous avocation, that he and his men 
leave the yraves which they have robbed, 
open; and have the audacity to send their 
plunder down to the vessels at noonday. A 
scarcity of subjects, at anadvanced price, @ 
general alarm in the public mind, and a 
gtiard to protect deceased friends, by all who 
can afford it, are the consequences of this 
indiscriminate invasion, and injudicious dis- 
posal, of the dead. Before the existence of 
this execrable trade in Dublin, exhumation 
wes attended by few or none of these dis- 
agreable circumstances. Every attention 
was paid to conducting it with decency and 
secrecy ; public prejudice was ‘rarely Ot 
fended by exposure of the dead; subjects 
in abundance were to be obtained, according 
to size, at from ten shillings to a pound ; 
but since the wholesale vampire, Rae, em- 
barked in the trade, ell these facts have 
been reversed. 

From this short accownt of the practice, 
any unprejudiced person will see, L cone 
ceive, sufficient reasons for its abulition, It 
raises the price of subjects on the native. 
student, who is certainly entitled to the ac- 
cidental advantages conferred by his local- 
ity. It oftentimes already inconveniences 
him, by rendering scarce those materials of 
his study, which would be otherwise abun- 
dant. Itis highly injurious to the interests 
of the anatomical schools of Dublin, by ab- 
stracting from them the support of their re- 
putation, if not their very existence. It 
excites so strong a prejudice against dis- 
section, by the frequent disclosures to 
which it is accessory, that | have no doubt 
but the public will take such precautions 
as, in time, may render this mode of obtain. 
ing subjects abortive. It will create a new 
class of desperadoes, whose uncontrolled 
pursuits offer at once an inducement and 
au indemnity for the perpetration of the 
worst of crimes. Itis, in itself, a detestable 
traffic, und cannot he continued without 
affixing a dangerous and offensive stigma on 
the character of the profession in Dublin. 

Such are afew of the positive evils of this 
practice. I doubt much if they are counter- 
balanced by the speculative good of the sys- 
tem, as assumed by its advocates and pro- 
moters in England and Scotland, It aps. 
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pears, indeed, but “poorly calculated to di- 
minish the inconveniences in which it ori- 
ginated, and for which it is proposed as a 
remedy. No bodies, for instance, exported 
fiom Dublio, allowing for the unavoidable 
delays of conveyance and procuring them, 
cau possibly reach Edinburgh or London 
earlier than a fortnight or three weeks after 
death, unless, indeed, they are murdered 
here per etract, and served up “ hot and 
hot” to the teachers of those two cities, as 
they were to that eminent anatomist, phy- 
siologist,and pathologist, Dr. Knox! Bodies 
kept for such a length of time, and sub- 





mitted to the influence of high temperature 
in the hold of a steam-vessel, must surely | 
be fitter for interment on their acrival in 
these places, than forthe purposes of anatomy. | 
But in whatever state they reach these 
cities, the recent disclosures at Edinburg) | 
prove, that exportation is no remedy for 
the deficiency of subjects in that city. The 
existence, therefore, of this traffic is not! 
justified even by the accomplishment of its | 
own objects. The scheme, in fact, is an} 
inversion of the rule which should be ob- | 
served in the case ; for, to all unsophisticated 
mortals, it would seem a more rational pro- | 
ceeding for the living to go to the dead, 
than for the dead ts march for the conve- 
nience of the living. It would surely be | 
better in this case for ‘* Mahomet to go to} 
the mountain, than the mountain to move 
to Mahomet.” By such a common-sense 
view of the matter, Scotch or English stu- 
dents might dissect in Dublin at one-tenth 
of the expense which they have to pay for 
putrid carcasses at home. | 
It only remains to add a few words on the | 
means of preventing this tratfic, which has 
hitherto baffled the exertions of the pro- | 
fession in Dublin. The prevention of the} 
practice is certainly a matter of some dith- 
culty ; for, as the jaw pow stands, the pro-| 
prietors of the schools would, undoubtedly, 
become the victims of their own prosecu- 
tions, should they undertake to punish the 
individuals engaged in this disgusting | 
traffic. A consciousness of these conse- 
quences has deterred the teachers of Dublin | 
from actively opposing the system, but 
they should no longer be intimidated by 
such apprehensions, [ven the impartiality 
of justice will make some distinction be =| 
tween the cases of the mercenary robber of| 
the grave, and the cultivator of science. | 
Meetings of the lecturers of the public and 
private schools of the city should, therefore, | 
be held; and resolutions, expressive of 
their horror, and explanatory of the nature 
of these proceedings, be adopted. These 
resolutions should be published in every | 
newspaper in Dublin, and seconded by | 
placards in all parts of the town, stating the 


name, haunts, residence, and pezsonal ap-| 


pearance of the ruffian at the head of this 
business, until the miscreant saw in every 
face an enemy, and, at every corner, a re- 
flection of his loathsome identity. Every 
means of this kind s!:ould be taken to stimu. 
late society to disgorge itself of this foul 
monster; the apprehended injury of expo- 
sure would soon die away with the removal 
of this walking nuisance, upon whom the 
punishment imposed by Mezentius on the 
soldiers of A2neas should be inflicted, by 
coupling him to one of his own corses, and 
parad:ng him through the streets, until his 
carcass and its companion were amel,a- 
mated by putrefaction. It is idle to talk of 
moderation with such a fellow: he who 


| violates the best feclings of society, and 


preys on the remains of all that is dearest to 
it, Should experience no mercy at its hands, 
Chis gentleman, half-pay resurrectionist has 
not the plea of poverty or of ignorance to 
excuse his damning pursuits; he has volun- 
tarily descended from a respectable pro- 
fession, to unite himself with the very 
dregs of vice; converted the sources of 
competency into the means of indulging in 
the excesses of dissipation, or of gratifying 
the stili more disgraceful love of lucre, by 
speculating in a detestable trafic; thus 
bringing to the aid of the reckless, impulses 
of crime, ignorance, and penury, the often- 
times injurious assistance of wealth, educa- 
tion, and en enlightened iutell.ct. No mea- 


}sures ought to be kept with such a come 


pound of dangerous qualities, who counts 
his profits by the echoes of the tomb; con- 
verts the lamp of science into a dark lan- 
tern, for the more effectual direction of his 
guilty pursuits among the dead; and dis. 
graces its temple by the invention of anew 
and detestable species of servitude. Should 
such a character be tolerated as the menial, 
sutler, or purveyor, even of the loathsome 
materials out of which the splendid strue- 
ture of our science ascends! Ought not a 
portion of the glorious and beneficent light 
of that science to be reflected back on its 
sources, if not to ennoble the humility of its 
origin, at least to save its meanness from the 
contamination of crime ? 
Sincerely yours, 
Eninensts. 


P.S.—Since the preceding observations 
were written, which you may perhaps publish, 
though unlit to meet the public eve, being 
thrown together in a hurry, | have learned 
that this Mir. Rae has been committed to 
Newgate, for want of bail, by one of the 
police magistrates, on a charge of having dis- 
interred, a idin his possession, dead bodies for 
exportation, The intended cargo, for which 
he has been just commitied, was packed in 
a pianoforte case, and brought, in the noone 
day, down to a steam-boat, in care, too, of a 
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respectably-dressed female, who, it is pre- 
sumed, was no other than the wife of this 
scoundrel, whom he employs in these odious 
avocations. ‘Ihe two facts of his being un- 
able to procure bail, even to a trifling 
amount, and the employment of bis wife in 
this disgusting traffic, are more than sufli- 
cient to justify any severity | have used to- 
wards the ruffian, and the case which | have 
made out for the ejection of this, and every 
such succeeding, wretch who may embark in 
this trade, out of this city. 

Dublin, March 14, 1829, 


might have weighed:a pound, General en- 
gorgement of all the vessels which ramify 
upon the convolutions ; the brain, still cover- 
ed by the dura mater, gave a feeling which 
made us believe that there was a fluid in 
the interior, nevertheless there was only a 
little serosity in the ventricles; the sub- 
stance of the brain was of the natural colour. 
All the intestinal tube, without any excep- 
tion, presented, on opening the belly, a red 
appearance, which was owing to a general 
injection of ell the vessels, even in their 
smallest ramifications. It would be difficult 


to inject so perfectly the vessels either of 
the intestines or of the mesentery, as they 
were in this body, The intestinal tube, 
CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER, IN WHICH | althougha little transparent, was penetrated 
BLEEDING WAS EMPLOYED IN THE COLD| with this congestion throughout its whole 
STAGE. | thickness; every thing indicated the first 


By Joux Macxtetosn, M.D, Lecturer on | Stage of a violent inflammation, that is to 
the Practice of Physic, &c., in Edinburgh. | say, of a sanguineous congestion. 


(Continued from page 493.) Case 15,—Stay in the hospital from the 

Cask 13.—Stay in the hospital from the 25d August to the 24th in the morning. 
2d July to the 4th in the evening. Thomas Adami, wt. 20, was brought to 

Francois Pompei, wt. 19, was seized, on | the hospital on the 23d August, 1822. He 
the 1st July, 182%, with an accession of| was delirious; they were obliged to secure 
fever, in consequence of asudden chill which him. After mid-day the delirium subsided. 
he experienced on entering a cool grotto! A profound and intense coma succeeded ; 
when his body was covered with sweat. He | the pulse strong, hard, 85; the extremities 
was brought to the hospital on the ¢d July, | were flexible, but motionless; decubitus 
at six o'clock in the evening. Before he | upon the back; pupils immoveable ; fea- 
arrived he had a cposiderable epistaxis, He | tures swollen, and intensely hot; general 
was in the following state :— Profound coma, | insensibility. Body covered with a clammy 
eyes widely opened, directed to the right,' sweat. In the evening the respiration was 
fixed ; expression besotted ; general immo- | more hurried, and very much embarrassed ; 
bility ; decubitus on the back; insensibi-| pulse not to be felt; froth was discharged 
lity of the extremities ; when pinched they | from the mouth; he was insensible even 
were quite flexible. He did not answer the | when his skin was pinched. Died at one 
questions which were put to him; the di-! o’elock in the morning. 
rection of the eyes did not change, even| Dissection, eleven hours after death.—Gene- 
when one approached him ; he manifested | ral inflammation of the arachnoid, of which 
pain when his stomach was compressed ; | the very smallest vessels were injected ; no 
skin burning hot ; a white wdematous swell-| serosity ; the cortical substance was of a 
ing of the face. His parents said that this|deep red, compored with that of a subject 
tumefaction had come on since the disease, | dead froma shivering fever, (la fievre algide,) 
for previously he had rather a thin face. | which we shall notice by-and-by, &c. &e. 
This access continued until Wednesday 
morning, the third July; he then took an| Case 16.—Stay in the hospital from 23d 
ounce and a half of bark. | July to 25th. 

4th July, Thursday morning, The pa-| Antoine Turianne, wet. 12, of a good con- 
roxysm returned, at the commencement of! stitution, was brought to the hospital on 
which he could still give answers to the | the 23d July, 1822, at four o’clock in the 
questions put to him, but the coma went! afternoon. He was in the following state :— 
on increasing, and with it all the symptoms | Commencement of stupor, his answers are 
above described. The pulse was strong, | slow, and not quite correct; the questions 
vibrating, full, beating 84; the same direc- | put to him made him discontented and un- 
tion of the eyes to the right, the same im- | happy ; agitation ; he tarns himself on all 
mobility of these organs, and of the extre |sides in his bed; eyes open and stupid ; 
mities; respiration short; eight leeches to, skin hotand dry. (Bled to eight ounces ; 
the ears. Died at ten o'clock in the even- lavement; tisane.) Iu the evening increase 
ing. , of stupor, in consequence of the accession 
Dissection. —Several ounces of blood flowed | of another paroxysm ; coma profound, eyes 
from the nose in the dead-room ; in cutting | open, pupils contracted and immoveable ; 
the scalp, more blood escaped; the whole | the fore-arms bent upoa the arms; no pain 
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on pressing the belly. Sinapisms to the|during the night, vomiting, and had a 
feet. stool. 

24th July, in the morning. Continuation! 2d, in the morning. Pulse more ex 
of coma; pulse 124; head intensely hot; | panded; the ideas stili confused; diminu- 
flexion of the fore arms; it is impossible to| tion of agitation ; heat natural every where ; 
depress the inferior jaw ; bled at the feet | tongue dry, thirst. Same treatment. About 
to eight ounces. In the evening, remission | half- past nine o'clock, he had vomited the 
of the fever and of the convulsive symp- | tisane, with mucus, bile, and several lum- 
toms ; skin slightly moist. It was neces-|brici. About half-past eleven o'clock, stu- 
sary to pinch his nose to make him swallow | pidity, pains in the epigastrium increased, 
3ij of bark. At three o'clock r.m., lancinating pain of 

25th, in the morning. Return of the fe-| belly ; pulse small, frequent; extremities 
ver, and the flexion of the forearms ; con-| cold, and bathed in cold, clammy perspira- 
tinuation of the stupor; does not reply to/ tion; inferior extremities bent up to the 
questions ; insensibility of the skin of the) belly. Bled from the arm; died in half an 
legs, that of the arms sensible; head in- | hour afterwards. 
tensely hot; decubitus on the back; eyes| Dissection —Injection of the vessels which 
open. Boiling water applied twice to the | ramify upon the convolutions of the brain ; 
feet ; the patient did not feel it very acutely, | substance of the brain presented an infinite 
Pediluvium during six minutes; snow ap-| number of small drops of blood; three or 


plied to the head ; the pulse fell to 82. Re- 
turn of intelligence ; he swallowed volun- 
tarily the bark ; but a little afterwards, vio 
lent agitation of all the body came on: the 
inferior extremities, which from the com- 
mencement were cold, were neither heated 
by the bath, nor inflamed by the application 
of boiling water and sinapisms. Of the 
four ounces of bark, which they made him 
take, he vomited more than two; neither 
could he retain the bark injections which 
were exhibited. He remained in this state 
till six o'clock in the evening ; the coma re- | 
turned, and he died at seven o'clock. 


fonr ounces of water at the base of the cra- 
}nium; lungs natural; crepitating. In the 
| belly there were fifteen or sixteen ounces 
of da:k blood, running like oil ; spleen rup- 
| tured at its inferior part, not by a fissure, as 
in the other cases, but presenting an opens 
ing the size of a dollar, out of which came 
a dark and putrilaginous substance ; it was 
impossible to raise the spleen without break - 
ing it, it was so diffluent ; it separated in 
the hand into two portions, of which one, 
when placed on the table, became flattened 
like jelly, and the other portion remained 
attached to the diaphragm, which they were 


Dissection.—A very vivid injection of all| obliged to cut out to expose the spleen 
the arachnoid ; between its folds there was! completely ; it was not much increased in 
a membrane produced by the coagulation of volume, The stomach was of a reddish 
effused blood; much serum between the | brown, in the greatest part of its extent ; 
convolutions, and at the base of the cra- | inflammation of al! the rest of the intestinal 
nium ; the cortical substance very red; the | tube; rose-coloured within ; bladder natu 
stomach natural; the small intestines con- | ral; liver gorged with blood. 
tained a prodigious collection of worms ; the | 
inflammation was sufficiently intense in this| Case 38,.—Malignant, shivering, inter- 
part; the colon was contracted, its walls/mittent fever. Stay in the hospital from 
very thick, and the internal membrane much , the evening of the 29th to the evening of 
inflamed, of a dark-red colour. jthe 30th July. Autopsy; arachnitis ; en- 

'teritis ; splenitis ; gastritis ; pericarditis. 

Cass 30.—Stay in the hospital from the| Angelo Galetti, et. 18, of a good consti- 
@ist till the evening of 2¢d of September, tution, was brought to the hospital on the 

Joseph Maoloney, at. about 60, came to | evening of the 29th July. The patients who 
the hospital on the 2ist Sept. 1822 ; he had | were near him said, that during the night 
been sick for five days. His answers were | le complained continually of sharp pains in 
so confused that it was impossible to find out the belly. Took an ounce of bark; the 
what had been his previous state, further} whole of the body was as cold as ice. 
then that he said he had vomited some 50. Eight a.m. Legs, thighs, forearms, 
bitter stuff ; that he was tormented by thirst ; | arms, cheeks of an icy coldness; the belly, 
that he had suffered great distress, and had | chest, and forehead were of rather a lower 
pains in the epigastrium. In the evening, | temperature than other parts of the body; 
tongue dry, vividly red round the edges ;| pulse insensible at the wrists ; I could feel 


constipation, nausea without vomiting, heat jat but very feebly in the crural arteries, it 


patient trembled and come 
; his most common posi+ 


natural over th. extremities and the thorax ; | beat 100; the 
a burning heat in the epigastrium; anguish ; | plained continually 
severe pain in the stomach under pressure ; | tion was on the left side, with the thighs 
pulse small, frequent ; lavement of barley; bent on the belly. He uuderstood what 
water, gum water, fomentations to the belly | juestions were put to him, but not suffi- 
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ciently well to give proper answers; he 
never entered into any detail, and died at 
half past niue. 


Examination three hours after death.—The | 


DR. MACKINTOSH ON INTERMITTENTS. 


the face was natural, the expression dull.— 
Half an ounce of bark on the decline of the 
paroxysm, 


Evening. Decline of the symptoms; 


swall intestines, slightly distended with gas, | skin wet, with a cold clammy sweat; pulse 


were externally of a purplish red. The in- 
ternal membrane was of the same colour, so 
that the vi. lent injection of which they were 
the seat, had existed throughout the “whole 
thickness of the substance of the intestine. 
This injection was recent. 
the upper half of the cecum. The whole 
of the great intestine was white externally ; 
on being opened, it presented an inflamma- 
tion, the violence of which was greater to- 
wards the rectum, where the mucous mem- 
brane was so intensely indumed, that some 
blood had been effused, which, mixing with 


the mucus, formed a thick couting, which | 


adhered to the whole of its surface. The 
colour of all the interior of the colon, and 


especially of the rectum, was of a lively, | 
the most violent | 


intense red; in a word, 
degree of inflammation that cun exist with- 
out disorgauisation. The stomach was pale ; 
after being washed, it preseuted, near the 
pyloric extremity, an infinity of little de- 
pressions, from half aline toa line in dia- 
meter, and some of which contained, in 
their bottom, a small spot of blood, which 
was easily removed. The folds of the 
mucous membrane were, besides, nearer 


each other, and more numerous then ordi- | 


The mucous coat itself was thick- 


nary. 
the spleen 


ened; the liver was healthy ; 


large, and pretty hard, but of a redness of 


the lees of wine. Slight adhesions of the 
right lung; the same between 
surface of the heart and pericardium ; they 
were easily destroyed. 
arachnoid, engorgement of the vessels which 
ramify on the convolutions, and of those 
which compose the choroid plexus. 


Case 39.—Malignant, shivering, inter 
mittent fever. Stay in the bosprtal from 
the 19th to the moruing of the 2th August. 
Autopsy ; arachnitis, gastro-enteritis, sple- 
bitis. 

Vincent Crescenzi, wt. 60, of a thin but 
healthy habit of body, fell sick on the 19th 
August, 1822. He wes attacked with fever, 
which set in with shiverings, followed by 
extreme heat, pain in the head and belly, 
vomiting of bilious matter. During the night, 
the paroxysin terminated in sweatin z. [le was 
brought to the hospital of St. Esprit on the 
19th August, 1822. The fever returned in the 
morning, preceded likewise by shiverings, 
and accompanie d by the same symptoms 
in the evening; the stomach was painful on 
pressure ; the patient expericnecd a great 
heat in the inside; ansicty; depressed 
countenance, the features were as if futten- 
ed to the bones of the face ; the colour of 


as 


luflammation of | 


the whole. 


Jujection of the | 


small, frequent; general shivering; pain at 
the epigastrium ; tongue red, but moist ; no 
|thirst. Half an ounce of bark. 

Night. The skin remains moist and cool, 
| The patieut has vomited the bark. 
2uth August, morning. No fever; dise 
| appearance of the pain in the belly; quiet, 
aspect tranquil. Towards mid-day, return 
jof the fever, preceded by rigours, and ac- 

companied by heat greater than on the pre- 
| Vious evening; the extremities remain cold; 
|the skin was covered with livid spots, 
Saline draught, barley water. 

Evening. Ilands and legs wet, with a 
cold clammy sweat; the fit began to de- 
leline. One ounce of bark, which he 
vomited. 

Yist morning. Generally calm, no fever, 
but the extremities coatinue cold. Epi- 
gastric symptoms a little marked; pulse 
stl small and frequent; towards mid-day 
return of the fever, always preceded by 
tigours; exacerbation of the preceding 
symptoms. The cold continues in the ex- 
tremities, the patient is not sensible of it; 
he is as if benumbed, and in a torpid state. 
One ounce of bark to take at night. 

22d morning. Skin less cold, but not yet 
at its natural warmth ; pulse small and fre- 
quent ; clammy sweat on te whole surface 
of the body ; expressiog dull. ‘Two ounces 
of bark. 

Towards ten o'clock, Return of another 
paroxysm; pulse insensible at the wrist, 
140 at the crural artery. Icy coldness of 
the extremities; the abdomen is flat, empty, 
and resting on the vertebral column; pain 
in the stomach, excessive sufferings ; agita- 
tion; the patient, who has never lost his 
senses, is in a state of torpor, so that he 
can scarcely answer questions; colour of 
fuce natural, Twelve leeches to the epi- 
gastrium, blister to the arms; eight ounces 
bark to take in the night, which he 
— d, 

25. Remission well 
nine > aa return of coldness, like that of 
marhle ; pul se almost imperceptible, 146. 
Pain of BP sexs more urgent ; great suffer- 
ing; anxiety; eyes hollow. The cold 
which had at first only attacked the extre- 
mities, hac now reached the shoulders, and 
was extending towards the base of the 
skull. ‘The head cool; the thorax and ab- 
comen were below natural temperature, 
although not so cold as the limbs, 

Evening. Same state ; he was not sensi- 
ble of the coldness of his legs, but could 
distinguish, when touched, that the person 
wes warmer than himself; more violent 


ol 


marked. Towards 





EFFICACY OF THE SECALE CORNUTUM. 


pain in the stomach ; he lies supine. Cup- 
ping glasses applied to the epigastrium, 
sinapisms to the feet, blister to the thighs, 


nine grains of the sulphate of quinine, which | 


he has not vomited. During the night, in- 
crease of all the symptoms. Dead. He 
was sensible to the last mowent, which was 
about three in the morning. ight hours 
after death the body was stiff, jthe limbs 
hard, as if they had been frozen, the belly 
hollow. The temperature of the air was 
above 20° Reaumur. 

Dissection.—Slight injection of the arech 
noid; engorgement of the vessels which 
ramify upon the convolutions; an effusion 
of yellowish serum between the foldings of 
the arachnoid ; cerebrum and cerebelium, 
natural; heart and lungs healthy. Stomach 
grey externally, and contracted. Inner sur- 


face of a bright red, deeper stil! towards the | 


pylorus, Foldings of the mucous mem 
brane better marked than usual. Small in- 
testines grey externally, and contracted. In- 
ternally their redness was brighter than that 
of the abdominal muscles, which afforded us 
a point of comparison. To give an idea of 
this inflammation, the colour of the lurge 
intestines could be compared to that which 
they would receive, were they soaked in 
Diack blood. This inflammation increased 
as it approached the S., and the rectum ; 
liver healthy ; spleen of a middling con- 
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|membranes, ond administering the secale 
|cornutum will, in almost every case, sub- 
due hamorrbage before labour. 

3dly. That though many women, in spite 
jof the caution and efforts of the accoucheur, 
| will always have hemorrhage after labour, 
ithe administration of this medicine before 
| labour will generally prevent it. 

Case 1.—Mrs.N.,a stout, healthy woman, 
requested my attendance. This was the 
;sixth time of her pregnancy. In her two 
first labours, she had been attended by 
another medical man, who delivered her 
with the forceps. In the three following 
labours I had recourse to the same instrue 
ment, and, in every instance, | imagine the 
difficulty to have arisen less from the nar- 
rowness of the pelvis than the preternatural 
size of the head of the child. I saw her at 
about twelve o'clock in the day. I found 
the os uteri dilated to about the size of a 
shilling, the membranes protruding, aud the 
pains natural, which slowly, but progres- 
sively, increased. Atten o'clock, p.m., the 
labour had considerably advanced, aud the 
head was gradually descending into the pel- 
vis; the membranes were ruptured, and 
the child remained wedged in the pelvis 
(from that time till six o’clock on the follow. 
ing morning. At that period the patient 
became considerably exhausted, and the 
| pains less violent, aud 1 thought, from the 


sistence, between the state of degenera-| existing circumstances, that it was time to 


tion and health. This inflammation could | deliver ber. 
be compared only to that of the 50th case. 


I administered the secale 
|carnutum,’’ one scruple, in powder, with 
}some worm milk; in thirty minutes the 
lchild was expelled; the alter-birth came 
jaway, and both did well. 

Case 2.—Mr. ——, on the 2ist October, 
at seven a.Mm., requested me to visit his wife 
limmediately, as the nurse considered her 
}to be in extreme danger. On visiting her, 
| 1 found her sitting on a chair, supported by 
{two women, to all appearance dead; coun- 

No medicine has yet been discovered that | tenance pale, extremities cold, aud no pul- 
will, in my opinion, be found more certain sation distinguishable at the wrist. 1 ime 
in its action, or more beneficial to the com- | mediately caused her to be tail on the bed, 
munity, than the “ secale cornutum,” if and found the os uteri very little dilated. 
administered in proper cases, and at proper She hai felt a slight pain previous to the 
times. My experience of its beneficial commencement of the flooding, just suili- 
effects bas thoroughly convinced me of its!cient to show that the labour had com- 
great utility in the most important and dis-|menced. I ruptwed the membranes, and 
agreeable cases of midwifery, aud 1 am in-| administered a seruple of the powdered 
duced to publish the results of my observa-|secale cornutum in a lite warm milk, as 
tion and experience in this widely cireulat- \before, and this 1 find to be the most etfica- 
ed Journal, through the medium of which | cious mode of administering it. As the case 
1] first became acquainted with the proper-|appeared alinost hopeless, and it was im- 
ties of this invaluable medicine. ‘The cases | possible to turn the child, | seutfor a neigh- 
I have to adduce will, 1 think, fuily prove | bouring practitioner, who immediately at- 
the trath of the following propositions :— (tended. As the first dose had produced a 

ist. That it will generally supersede the little contraction, suflicient to suppress ha- 
necessity of using the vectis, or forceps. morrhage, it was thought advisable to repeat 

2d. That when the placeuta is not at-jit. This was done, and for an hour the 
tached over the os uteri, and there is a pre- labour advanced ; but the constitution had 
disposition in the uterus to act, rupturingt he | suffered so much, that there was litle power 





ON THE USE OF SFCALE CORNUTUM, IN DIF- | 
FICULT LABOURS AND UTERINE HAMOR- 
RUAGE. 


By Joun Kimpewt, Esq., Surgeon. 
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left for it to act upon. Nourishment was | use of the medicine, is so continued and so 
given her in small quantities, frequently | severe, as frequently to expel the child and 
repeated, and cold applied to the abdomen. | placenta at one pain ; and the action lasts so 
At ten, p.m., she complained of pain; the long (even for hours after labour, if not 
dead child was expelled ; the placenta came | counteracted by opium), as to preclude the 
away, and the mother gradually recovered. | possibility of hemorrhage. It may, perhaps, 

Case 3.—In this case the patient was a be said, that the increase of action produced 
healthy woman, whom I had attended in | by the medicine, will be attended with con- 
five labours, all of which were followed by | siderable danger, either from the rupture of 
alarming hemorrhage. | arrived at the house | the uterus, or the laceration of the perineum, 
at five, p.w., July6; the labour appeared | With respect to the first objection, the walls 
going on well; pains natural, and becoming | of the uterus are so thick, that rupture is a 
strovg. 1 ruptured the membranes, and ad-|case of very rare occurrence; and even 
ministered a scruple of the secale cornutum. | should the pelvis be small, and the head 
The child was expelled in twenty-five | large, the effect produced by the medicine 
minutes ; the placenta immediately foliowed, | may be easily counteracted by a dose of 
and no flooding ensued. The patient ex-|opium. As to the second, even in cases 
perienced no inconvenience, and the child| where the external parts are so rigid as 
did well. scarcely to admit one finger; in a few 

These, Sir, are a few out of the numerous | minutes, the perineum appears to participate 
cases which | have met with. If I have | in the predisposition of the uterus, and gives 
ever been disappointed, the failure is to be | way in a most extraordinary manner. [ 
attributed rather to myself, than to the medi-| always administer the secale cornutum in 
cine ; for | consider it to be certain in its| powder, one scruple in warm milk; and 
action, unless the patient has not been pro- | though opium very speedily puts a stop to its 
perly prepared, or the oil which it contains | action, it would, | think, be high/y imprudent 
has been absorbed by remaining too long in| to administer it where the pelvis ws small, or 
the paper in which it has been enveloped. | where there is a preternatural presentation. 

If there is a disposition in the uterus to act,| There is one thing I wish to observe. In 
and there is pressure on the os uteri, and | the regular and continual action which is so 
the membranes are raptured, the increase of | remarkable after the administration of the 
action is certain, but if, on the contrary, the | secale cornutum (and when, in addition, the 
pains are spasmodic, and the membranes en- | regular periodical labour pains are increas- 
tire, no effect whatever is produced. ed), the placenta is sometimes retained, and 

It has been alleged by many, that the | will greatly embarrass the accoucheur. In 
secale cornutum is by no means certain in| these cases opium may be administered, and 
its effects, and that though in many cases | the uterus with soon expel it. Hemorrhage, 
they have been astonished by its efficacy, in | in this case, cannot possibly ensue. 
others it has produced no alteration what-| Knowle, Warwickshire, 
ever. This, however, I attribute to one of 
the two causes above-mentioned. 

In the first case I have related, I am of 
opinion that the secale cornutum superse- | ON THE USE OF ERGOT OF RYE IN RETENTION 
ded the use of the forceps, and | will venture OF THE PLACENTA AFTER ABORTION. 
to say that it will, very generally, have the By Morcax D. Nucext, M.D. 
same salutary effect. With regard to the ' 
second case, it may, perhaps, be objected| Tue patient, a woman of weak, spare babit, 
that rupturing the membranes, and evacuat- | etat. 35, in the fourth month of her preg- 
ing the liquor amnii, might have contracted | nancy, had a fausse couche, in consequence of 
the uterus round the child, so as to suppress | an accident. On the morning after the ex- 
the hemorrhage. But the slight labour pains | pulsion of the frtus, considerable hwmor- 
which were present, were materially in-| rhage ensued, which was checked by cold 
creased by the secale cornutum, which, in-| applications to the abdomen, and did not 
deed, was the only medicine that could have | recur ti!l she attempted to walk on the third 
saved the patient, for the constitution was | day following; from which period it conti- 
so much exhausted by the discharge, that | nued at intervals to the fifteenth day, when 
there was nothing left for it to act upon; but|the hemorrhage was considerably aug- 
when nourishment had been given, and the | mented. In the evening of this day I was 
system roused, two or three pains terminat- | first consulted, and prescribed a dose of 
ed the labour. laudanum (sixty drops,) which for a time 

The last case tends to prove, not only | relieved the symptoms; hpt on the following 
that the secale cornutum administered before | morning the hemorrhage returned with in- 
labour, will prevent hemorrhage after, but | creased violence, I then ordered an infusion 
also that no unpleasant inconveniences will | of the ergot of rye, two scruples to four 
ensue, The contraction, increased by the | ounces of water, half to be taken immedi- 








QUACKERY.—REMEDY FOR CHILBLAINS. 


ately, and the remainder at the expiration 
of an hour, if necessary. In about twenty 
minutes after taking the first portion she felt 
strong uterine pains, which lasted nearly 
half an hour, aud were followed by the ex- 
pulsion, to use her own words *‘ of a false 
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Sincerely thanking you for your great 
kindness to me while under your care, be- 
lieve me very truly yours. G—K—.” 


Does your correspondent, M.D., mean to 
say that actual infallibility should distinguish 


conception ;” from that time she has had no| my system in every case of the hundreds 
return of the hemorrhage, and is now in| which come before me? Does he suppose 
good health. | that I should withstand the earnest entreaties 
Cork, 15th January, 1829. ,of the friends of my patients, while any 

| chance of life remained ? 
| As to M.D’s ungentlemanlike remarks 
jabout Mr. K. having been invited to my 
| house as a guest, ata time when the diarrhea 
| was so severe that he could not venture 
| home, surely he can attach nothing criminal 
| to this mark of my attention and regard toa 
Sin,—Allow me, in common fairness and | Young gentleman whose amiable qualities 
justice to myself, to request your attention | obtained for him the hind wishes of all who 
to the following explanation, in reply to an | knew him. Let M. D., if he be aman of 
article signed ‘“*M. D.,” from Plymouth. | honour or courage, show his unjustifiable 
The late Mr. G— K—, alluded to in that | attack on me to Major K., the father of the 
letter, hecame a patient of mine, at a mo- deceased gentleman, and let that honowable 
meat when every hope of his recovery was | and grateful man tell my defamer, that since 
declared to have been given up, as you may | the death of his beloved son, he has written 
perceive from his letter to me as follows :— | ® letter full of gratitude and kindness, and ac- 
knowledges in it that his son had expressed 
“ Sir,—Although you cannot give me at/to the last ‘his obligation to me for my 
present any hopes of cure, I am anxious} attentions, and that every thirg that could 
to place myself under your care,exonerating | be done had been done for him.” I want no 
you, at the same time, from any blame in | 





QUACKERY. 


To the Editor of ‘ne Lawcert. 


| favour from M. D.; all I seek for is the plain 
case of a failure, as the faculty have for | statement of facts, and I cheerfully and fears 
some time given me up, my lungs being in| lessly challenge the impartial, and honour- 
a tuberculated state. lable investigation of the public and the 
faculty. I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

Joun Sr. Joun Lonce 

41, Harley-street, March 11, 1829. 


Mr. John St. John Long, should not write 
thus while he talks of ‘‘ my mode of treat- 
under my care for some time, I entertained | ment,” and while he keeps that treatment a 
strong hopes of bis ultimate recovery ; but | profound secret. Had Mr. St. John Lon 
from his having remained out for several | any means of curing consumption, he woul 
hours on a very wet day, he caught a severe | not hesitate to make it known. Conceal- 
cold, attended with inflammation. Diarrhea! ment in such cases is a bad feature, and, to 
succeeded, the progress of which I arrested, the well informed, a sufficient proof of 
and I had him in my house, not as an exhi- | uumauG.—Ep. L. 
bition of my skill or success, but as a matter 
of personal convenience to himself, while 
under the influence of his recent disorder. 
While under my care, he expressed an 
anxious wish to visit his family, and under- 
took the journey home in the most severe 
weather, directly contrary to my advice, and 
that of his mother. He promised to return in 
afew days, and, on hisarrivel in Plymouth, 
he wrote to me the following letter :— 

“ My dear Sir,—I arrived here with less 
fatigue than I expected; but in case any 
thing unfortunate should occur, I think it 
my duty to declare, that the journey was 


I am, Sir, &c. 
G—K—.” 
This most amiable young man’s life was 
considerably prolonged by my mode of treat- 
ment, and his father has acknowledged the 
fact in his letters tome. After he had been 





REMEDY FOR CHILBLAINS,. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirx,—Being severely afflicted with chil- 
blains, and having had recourse to the va- 
rious remedies generally recommended, 
without benefit, 1 made a trial of the tine- 
ture of iodine. It answered my fullest 
expectations, for after two or three appli- 
cations to the affected parts, it restored 
them to thir natural state. As your Journal 
is widely circulated among the community 


undertaken without your advice, you not 
considering me perfectly cured. You will, 
therefore, be perfectly exonerated from any 
consequences. 





at large, will you have the goodness to give 
publicity to this communication. 
lam, yours, &c. 
Henry Day. 





LITHOTOMY.—MEDICAL ASSISTANTS.—HOPS, 


(tion to the subject, hoping, nevertheless, 
‘that my humble statement may rouse the 


FATALITY IN LITHOTOMY,. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sie,—Having lately seen an account 
Stating that M. Vicenzo di Kern, Surgeon 
to the Emperor of Austria, has operated 
334 times in lithotomy, and with such suc- 
cess, that only thirty-one individuals sunk | 
under the operation, and Sir James Scarlett* 
having stated in the case of Cooper v., 
Wakley, that the average number of failures 


energies of some of my fellows, with whom 
I will gladly co-operate, for the purpose of 
raising to a more worthy and respectable 
grade, that persecuted but useful class of 
beings, the English medical assistants. 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble servant, 
A Mepicat Assisrant, ano Constanr 
Keaptn. 
The Potteries, Feb. 27, 1829. 


in England was two out of every fifteen 

cases, | beg to state that the late Professor 

Dease, of Dublin, has performed the opera- 

tion above one hundred times, and never 

failed ina single instance. This fact is well 

known to all the surgical faculty of Dublin. 
lam, Sir, 


Ycur obedient servant, ; 
Menicus. | but no adequate remedy for this evil (for it 


We continue to receive a great number 
of letters on the distressed and degraded 
condition of Medical Assistants. The writers 
all complain bitterly of the wretched man- 
|ner in which their services are rewarded ; 


'is an evil, and a very great one,) has, so far 





las we can perceive, been yet suggested, 


MEDICAL ASSISTANTS. The subject is one of great difficulty ; and, 


for ourselves, we know not how to treat it, so 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—Erewhile you had writers who ad- 
vocated the cause of medical aszistants, but! The supply evidently exceeds the demand. 
they, alas! have retired into the shades, 4 correspondent, (** Disciple of escula- 
wanting principle, spirit, and energy, to! . y 
enable them to prosecute a slightly a:duous | os 3 
task. It is much cause of regret, that such| should hold a public meeting, in order that 
writers sprang forth; for, having but an 
ephemeral existence, they served ouly to 
strengthen the hands of those who monopo- cussed. 
lise the profits of what is called “ a liberal 
profession.” Medical assistants, hereabouts, | 
are nearly on a par with journeymen yom 
having, for their salary, 30/. to 35l. per : a 
xiang whilst they are potions 7 or Boor. a| To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
year to their employers. 1 know of scme | Sir,—In Tue Lancet, No. 287, (Feb. 28, 
assistants in this neighbourhood, whose | 1829,) it is stated that Mr. Yosy made a 
earnings for their employers ere from 7 to) communication to the Medico-Botanical 
GO0l, a year, and yet their employers have | Society, respecting the use of the common 
the audacity, the baseness, and meanness, | buck-bean, or marsh trefoil, as a substitute 
to offer them 30/. each for their services. | for hops, and for which they presented him 
This is downright oppression, Sir, and we/ with their silver medal. 1 can attest as to 
earnestly ask what are we todo? We long|/its proving an excellent succedaneum in 
for your speedy success in the cause of this respect; for, about the year 1820, 
medical reform, we laud your endeavours,| when hops were at an exceedingly high 
and acknowledge our obtigations to you.| price, 1 prepared a considerable quantity of 
If I were not trespassing upon your pages, | extreet from the plant, of which I sold a 
would say more, but | huow tie value of great deal, 
your columns, and therefore lay aside my| If I be correct in my remembrance, a 
peu, after having merely called your atten-| sma‘l pill box full, containing nearly two 
drachms, was considered equal to one poand 

* Our correspondent should recollect) of hops. What tends, in some degree, to 
that Sir James Scarlett’s calculation referred | establish the approval of the article in the 
to the fatality in the practice of a ‘ Nevey’s| process of brewing is, that they were pri- 
surgery” at Guy's Hospital; and we think | vate householders only who purchased it, 
the worthy knight was rather under than/ 1 am, Sir, 
over the mark. Mr. Lawrence has lost but | Your obedient servant, 
two patients out of fifty, and Mr. Green| L. Towns. 
has been nearly as successful,—Ep. L. 


as either to do justice, or to give satisfaction. 


suggests that Medical Assistants 


their grievances may be fairly and fully dis- 





SUBSTITUTE FOR HOPS, 
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MR. WARBURTON’S BILL. 785 


THE LANCET. 
Londen, Saturday, March 21, 1829. 
Ea 


Mr. Warsurton has obtained leave to 
bring in a Bill to legalise and regulate the 
supply of subjects for anatomical dissection, 
and his motion received, as we had antici- 
pated, the unqualified support of Mr. Pret. 
We observed last week that, as the Edin- 
burgh murders had occurred since the 
Home Secretary expressed doubts as to the 
practicability of devising a legislative re- 
medy for the evils of which the medical 
profession has so long complained, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman would no doubt see sufli- 
cient cause for changing his opinion, and 
be ready to acknowledge that the time was 
arrived when dissection must either be put 
down altogether, or be permitted to be prac- 
tised under such legislative provisions as 
might ensure the safety, if they could not 
be wholly reconciled with the feelings or 
With re- 
spect to the first branch of the alternative, 


prejudices, of the community. 


namely, the suppression of the practice of 
dissection, Mr. Pee. declared that,— 


“ He considered it an unnecessary waste 
of the time of the House to use arzuments 
fur the purpose of showing that there ex- 
isted a necessity for the promotion of the 
science of anatomy. ‘This was a point 
which he conceived to be unquestionsble, 
and, if such a necessity existed, it followed 
that the want of bodies to accomplish the 
objects of teaching anatomy must be sup- 
plied. At the present moment the laws 
did not permit that want to be supplied 
from any legitimate source, and the con- 
Sequence was, that the professors of ana- 
tomy were compelled to procure a supply 
from persons who carried on their traffic 
amidst the most outrageous violations of 
decency, of the finest and most powerful 
feelings of human nature, and oftentimes by 
the perpetration of the foulest crimes.” 


These are undeniable truths, but they 
are truths which have been week after 
week, and month after month, pressed upon 
the atteution of the Government, during the 
last five years, and it is to Le regretted 
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| that the necessity of applying some remedy 
‘to the evil has not been acknowledged, 
| 

juntil the Government has been awakened 


to a sense of its own supineness by the dis- 

| covery of the dreadful atrocities committed 
‘at Edinburgh. That the Edinburgh mur- 
|ders have wrought a decided change in the 
opinions of Mr. Peet regarding this sub- 
| ject, and that they have, as we anticipated, 
accomplished for the anatomical question, 
what the Clare election has effected for the 
Catholic question, may be inferred, we 
think, from the following passage in the 
Right Hon. Secretary's Speech :— 


« After the experieuce—the more than 
melancholy experience they had obtained 
of the nature of the crimes to which the 
high price of bodies gave rise, he would 
ask, whether it had not become absolutely 
necessary that something should be done 
for the security of the public, and for the 
preservation of those feelings which he was 
inclined to treat with the highest respect ? 
Something, it was acknowledged, must be 
done, and it appeared to him that nothing 
had yet been devised which seemed less 
objectionable in principle than the measure 
proposed by the Honourable Member for 
Bridport.” 


The object of Mr. Warnvaron’s Bill is 
to give legulity, in certain cases, to the 
practice of dissections; and the priacipal 
features of the measure are to be, first, a 
provision declaring it to be lawful for per- 
sons duly authorised to practise as physi- 
cians and surgeons, to receive subjects for 
dissection in those cities or towns where 
there are universities for the taking of de- 
grees, or where there are hospitals large 
enough to receive fifty patients at a time ; 
and, secondly, a clause making it lawful for 
the overseers and managers of poor. houses 
and work-houses, and for the governors of 
hospitals to give up to surgeons and teach- 
ers of anatomy the bodies of those persons 
who, having died in such poor-houses, 
work-houses, or hospitals, are not claimed 
within a specified time by some friend or 
relation. 
we shall be enabled to ley a copy of it be- 
fove our readers; at present it would be 


As soon as this Bill is printed, 
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premature to enter fully into the inquiry, | unclaimed bodies for dissection, thongh it is 
how far it is likely to operate as a remedy | one which we were among the first to re- 
for the existing evils; but there are two! commend to the adoption of the Legislature, 
points cn which we are desirous of moking ‘and which is liable to fewer objections than 
any other which could be taken as a basis 
‘of legislation, will not, at the some time, 
to one of them, and has expressly ents eee hard in its operation upon the poor. 
| But if the Legislature subjects the bodies of 
friendless paupers to dissection, at the same 


one or two observations, because Mr. War- 


burton has been wholly silent with regard 


that his measure will not embrace the 
other; we allude to the repeal of the clause | 
which makes dissection a part of the time that it sanctions the infliction of dis- 
punishment for the crime of murder, and the section as a stigma and a degradation upon 
adoption of some penal enactment for the|the bodies of executed murderers, the 
more effectual suppression of the practice of | measure, proposed by Mr. Warnunron, 
exhumation. We have repeatedly stated | would not only involve that degree of hard- 
that we believe the first of these points to! slip upon the poor which is inseparable 
be of such importance, that no legislative | from the difficulty of legislating on this sub- 
measure for facilitating dissection can ever! ject, but it would be a measure of injustice 
be rendered effectual, so long as the clause | and cruelty to the poor. Dissection is 
either a fit punishment for crime, or it is 
If it be a fit punishment for crime, 


which subjects the bodies of murderers to 
not. 


|with what decency can friendless poverty 


dissection remains upon the statute-book. 
If that clause remain unrepealed, dissection 


will continue to be, in the eye of the law, a 
punishment, and the Bill proposed by Mr. 
Wanrsvunton will be neither more nor less 
than a Bill for subjecting poverty to the 
same penalty which is inflicted upon crime— 
a Bill for inficting the punishment of dis- 
section on the destitute and the friendless. 
We are not prepared to say that it is no 
hardship upon the poor of this country, that 
after their lives shall have been worn out in 
the service of the most seliish, overbearing, 
and heartless aristocracy in Europe, their 
bodies shall be delivered over to the knife 


| be declared equivalent to crime, by a 
solemn Act of the Legislature? Every 
body knows that, in this country, poverty 
is, practically, a crime of the deep- 
est dye, ond that there is hardly any 
lcrime, which, supported or covered by 
| wealth, may not, practically, cease to be 
criminal, but it would be a new era in 
legislation, if this doctrine were gravely 
set forth in an Act of Parliament. On 
the other hand, if dissection be not a ft 


punishment for crime, why hesitate to re- 





peal the clause which makes it a part of the 


of the anatomist. We are not prepared to say | punishment for the crime of murder? As to 
that it is no hardship wpon the poor of this} the ground upon which the clause has been 
country to pass a law, declaring that even the def-nded, namely, that the dread of dissee- 
termination of their lives shall not be the | tion tends to restrain from the commissiun 
limit of their persecution, and that their| of the crime of murder, we have endeavour- 
bodies shali be deprived of that repose in the | ed on former occasions to demonstrate the 
grave, to which they have hitherto looked | absurdity of this argument. The argument 
as a sad but certain refuge from “ the op-|is founded upon the supposition, that the 


| 
pressor’s scorn, the proud man’s contumely.” | dread of hanging without subsequent dissec- 


We cannot suffer our 2:al for the promotion 
of anatomical science to shut up all the 
avenues to hunian feeling 


to) 


> hor are we pre- 


pared to say that the principle of giving "P| 


tion would occasionally fail to restrain men 
meditating the crime of murder from its 
commission, where the dread of dissection 
as well as of hanging, of the hanging plus the 
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dissection, would operate as an effectual re-|at present, the deepest interest, and for 
straint ; @ supposition of which the absur-| which we are the less able to account, as 
dity must be manifest to any man who/|the discovery of the atrocities practised at 
allows himself time to reflect upon it. We)|Edinburgh seemed to point out the abso- 
fee! satisfied thateven if Mr, Wansunton’s|lute necessity of suppressing the traflic 
bill should pass the legislature, no practical between resurrectionists and anatomists by 
good would come of it, if the clause in the | Some strong penal enactment. ‘lo omit such 
Act of Gro, II. remain unrepealed. Public an enactment, is like leaving the door of a 
opinion would be too strong for the enforce- louse unlocked the very night after we 
ment of a measure which should attempt to, have suffered from a burglary. It is not 
put the poor upon the same footing pro tanto | enough to say, that by providing a legiti- 
with criminals, and subject their bodies to a | mate source for the supply of subjects, all 
process hitherto exclusively reserved by the temptation to the commission of such atro- 
law for executed murderers. Mr, Pset,in-|cious crimes will be removed. After the 
deed, endeavoured to show that the proposed | appalling experience we have had of the 
measure would make no difference as to the atrocities men are to be found capable of 
class of persons from which bodies would be committing, so long as the disgusting traf- 
taken for the purpose of dissection, since the | fic in human flesh is not discouraged by the 
bodies of the poor were at present uniformly | severest penalties, as well against the pur- 
resorted to, and those of the rich were gene-|chasers as the vendors of dead bodies, 
rally secured in such a manner as to render | nothing should be left to chance. The pos- 
them inaccessible to the depredations of the | session of a dead body for the purpose of 
resurrection-men. This argument, however, dissection, under any other circumstances 
is evidently fallacious; for it is notorious than those sanctioned by the legislature, 
that the resurrectionists have no respect for ought, we contend, to he made an offence 
classes, as the Home Secretary might have | punishable with fourteen years’ transporta- 
learned from the testimony of Sir Asttey jtion. Had the receiver of the bodies of the 
Coorer, who declared before the Committee | sixteen unfortunate creatares butchered at 
that “there was no person, be his situation | Edinburgh, some of which bodies, those of 
in life what it might, whom, if he were dis- jthe remarkable person of Daft Jamie, for 
posed to dissect, he could not obtain.” The justance, and of young women of the town, 
effect of the proposed measure will undoubt- | dressed in silk stockings, and the flauating 
edly be, to throw upon the poor an onus which , costume of their unhappy calling, could not 
is now shared by all classes; the least, have failed to excite the attention of the 
therefore, that the legislature can do, in purchaser, though no questions were asked 
order to render that measure as palatable as }y him—had the receiver of these sixteen 
may be to the public, is torepeal the absurd strangled bodies been punishable as well as 
enactment by which they have declared dis- the murderer, the crimes which have cast a 
section to be astigma and a degradation. stain on the character of the nation, and of 

Mr. Warevnton has expressly stated, }yman nature, would not have been com- 
that it is not Lis intention to impose any mitted. Supposing the legitimate source 
penalties or prohibitions; the practice of for the supply of subjects to be sufficient to 
exhumation, therefore, if the natural ope- put an end to the practice of exhumation, 
ration of the proposed Bill be not sufficieat there can be no objection tu an enactment 
to put an end to it, will remain upsuppress- | jucreasing the penalties against an unlawful 


ed. This is aa omission which may defeat | traffic in dead bodies, for such an enactment 


one of the objects ia which the public feel, would, in the natural course of events, become 
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a dead letter. But if the legitimate source | were made, dissections were practised any 
should not be sufficient, or if unexpected | where, and certificates were received, with- 
difficulties should arise in carrying the pro- lout any specifications as to the time or place 
visions of the new measure into effect, the in which, or at which, the dissections were 
omission of a strong penal enactment against | performed ; every body that could be ob- 
exhumation and the abetting of it, would | tained, was invariably applied to the pur- 
expose the public to all the danger from | poses of dissection, and eagerly sought after 
which it is the bounden duty, and we trust , by the professional men, not only of Lon- 
will be the object, of the legislature to pro- don, but of every part of the kingdom. We 
tect them. We admit, with Mr. Peet, the showed, that the regulations wherein the 
necessity that exists for practising dissec-| Court of Examiners had, for the sake 
tion, with a view to the successful cultiva-|of securing a monopoly to themselves, de- 
tion of anatomical science, and we insisted ‘clared that they would grant no diplomas to 
on this necessity, when Mr. Pret denied persons who had learned anatomy, or per- 
it ; or, what was worse, when he admitted formed dissections elsewhere than in Lon- 
the necessity in theory, but declined af- | don, or at any other times than during the 
fording the practical means of acting upon | winter season, had had the effect of pro- 
it ; but though we admit this necessity with ducing a great scarcity of subjects, by bring- 
a view to the prosecution of anatomical stu-| ing a vast influx of students to the me- 
dies, and the successful performance of a/tropolis; and we further showed, that the 
few operations, it is, in our judgment, a|College of Surgeons, caring nothing for 
relative, not an absolute necessity; it is|the interests of science, but every thing 
not such an overwhelming necessity, but| for their own base lucre, persisted in re- 
that it ought to yield to the paramount im- | quiring certificates of attendance on courses 
portance of discouraging crime and immo. | of dissection in London, and refused to graut 
rality, and protecting the public against | certificates if the dissections were perform- 
assassination. Let exhumation be sup-/ed elsewhere, at a time when in London 
pressed, as we trust it will be, by the sub- | there were no subjects to dissect. 
stitution of a legitimate source of supply! The provision intended to be introduced 
for the dissecting-rooms ; but, at all events,|by Mr. Warsurton will have the effect of 
we say, let exhumation be suppressed. restoring the system which existed pre- 
That provision in Mr. Warevurroy’s/ viously to the infamous regulations of the 
Bill, which is to give a legislative sanction | College, and will strike at the root of the 
to the practice of dissection in all the|College monopoly; fot it will be impossi- 
large towns, is one which we are, per-|ble to maintain that monopoly in the teeth 
haps, entitled to regard with the more sa-| ofan Act of Parliament, or to continue the 
tisfaction, as it is evidently founded upon | present odious prohibitions and restrictions, 
the evidence which we gave before the |after the Legislature shall have declared, 
Committee on anatomy, and as it is direct], | that anatomy may be taught, and dissec- 
aimed against the monopoly of the College | tions performed, in all parts of the kingdom. 
of Surgeons. We stated to the Committee, | It is worthy of observation, that Mr. War- 
as will be seen by a reference to the evidence | sunToN mude no mention of the College of 
which follows this article, that the difli- | Surgeons, in detailing the heads of his Bill, 
culties of obtaining subjects for dissection, | nor was the slightest allusion made to that 
were mainly attributable to the regulations | corrupt body in the course of the discus- 
adopted by the College since the year 1822.|sion. So far so good; but care should be 
We showed, that before these regulations | taken not to give to hospital surgeons the 
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power of appropriating to themselves such 
a proportion of the subjects to be applied 
to scientific purposes, as would, in effect, 
confirm their monopoly. It would be well, 
perhaps, to establish a general receiving- 
house, to which all unclaimed bodies should 
be taken, and where an officer, appointed by 
the government, should register the subjects 
so conveyed, and distribute them in a certain 
fixed proportion, to such teachers as might 
be authorised to receive them. We strongly 
recommend also, that No mongy should be 
allowed to be received for the subjects. 
Let there be no buyers or sellers of the re- 





mains of our friendless countrymen. Let 
the detestable traffic in human flesh at once 
be suppressed, and the supply of subjects 
for anatomical purposes will then be placed 
on a better, instead of a worse footing, in 
this country than in any other country of 
Europe. We are aware that this will not be 
a palatable proposition to hospital surgeons 
and monopolists. They have declared that 
they do not wish to see subjects cheap; 
still less do they wish to see the traffic in 
subjects completely put down ; all they de- 
sire is, that the traffic should be rendered 
safe and profitable to themselves. Thanks, 
however, to the enlightened spirit in which 
Mr. Warsurron has entered upon his 
task, their base and mercenary purposes are 
likely to be defeated. 


There is another omission which it may 
be worth while to notice. Not a word was 
said, in the course of the discussion, about 
the burial of the bodies, alter they shall 


have undergone dissection. Is it intended 





to dispense altogether with this ceremony ? 


Nothing is more likely to put to hazard the 
success of the measure, and to excite the} 


popular feeling against it, than the mani- | 
festation of indifference on the part of the | 
aristocracy, as to the performauce or neglect 
of this ceremony, as applied to the bodies | 
of the poor. It is true, that the doctrines 
of Christianity do not enjoin the belief, that 
the rites of burial have any influeace over 
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our condition in a future state; but the 
vulgar seldom distinguish with much accu- 
racy between the ordinances of churches 
and the revelations of Scripture, and are 
accustomed to look upon Christian burial 
as a part of the Christian religion. Even 
philosophy dictates that, though we may be 
indifferent as to the burial of our ‘own 
bodies, the feelings and customs of mankind, 
as connected with this ceremony, ought to 
be respected. ‘ De humatione,”’ says Cicero, 
‘unum tenendum est, contemnendum in nobis, 
non negligendum in nostris ; ita tamen mortu. 
orum corpora nihil sentire intelligamus. Quantum 
autem consuetudini fameque dandum sit, id 
curent vivi.” At the present moment, when 
there exists a strong impression among the 
uninstructed classes of the community, that 
a blow is aimed at the religion of the 
country by the great measure now passing 
throngh Parliament, it would be indiscreet 
to allow it to go forth, that the Legislature 
was at the same time passing a bill to de- 
prive the bodies of the poor of the rites of 
burial. 

Since the foregoing article was written, 
we have received from our esteemed cor- 
respondent Erinensis, the communication 
inserted at page 774, on the subject 
of the exportation of dead bodies from 
Dublin. 





FROM THE REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE ON ANATOMY, MAY, 1828. 


Mr. Tuomas Wax cey called in, and 
examined. 


** * * © © 1351. Will you point out 
in the regulations of the College of Sur- 
geons, dated the 15th of January, 1828, 
which are the regulations that you consider 
tend to increase the dilhculties of obtaining 
a supply of subjects for dissection !—I] will 
read them. 

I. “ The only schools of anatomy and 
physiology recognised, are Loudon, Dub- 
lin, EdiuLurgh, Glasgow, aud Aberdeen.” 

1V. — Regulation.—“ The following 
certificates will be required of candidates 
for the diploma of the Cellege :"— 
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ist.—“ Of having been engaged six ‘of attendance on dissections, would be re- 
years, at least, in the acquisition of pro- ceived by the Court, except from the ap- 
fessional knowledge.” | pointed professors of anatomy and surgery 
2d.—* Of having regularly attended, in the Universities of Edinburgh, Glasgow, 

three or more winter courses of ana-| Aberdeen, and Dublin, or from persous who 
tomy aad physiology, and two or more | were physicians or surgeons to the hospi- 
winter courses of dissections and tals in ihe recognised schools, or from per- 
demonstrations, delivered at subse- sons unless recommended by the medical 
quent periods.” lestablishments of those hospitals.” This 
Section 5.—** And of having attend-| regulation had a most extraordinary effect 

ed, during the term of at least one|upon the private schools in this town, and [ 
year, the surgical practice of one or|have the authority of Mr. Brookes for 
more of the following hospitals, viz.| stating that it was nearly his ruin, I have 

St. Bartholomew's, St. Thomas’s, the | further the authority of Messrs. Brookes 
Westminster, Guy's, St. George's, the! and Carpue (whom I have seen since I re- 
London, and the Middlesex in London ;/ ceived the summons of this Committee) for 

the Richmond, Steevens’s, and the | stating, that previously to 1823, (compara- 
Meath in Dublin ; and the Royal In-}tively speaking,) they experienced no diffi- 
firmaries in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and | culty in obtaining subjects ; but the College 
Aberdeen; or, during four years, the | of Surgeons having limited the space from 
surgical practice of a recognised pro-| which subjects should be procured to Lon- 
vincial hospital, and six months, at/don, and the time in which dissections 
least, the practice of one of the above-| should be performed, to seven, or at most 
named hospitals in the schools of ana-| eight, months in the year, the difficulties of 
tomy.” | procuring subjects had increased to such a 
1352. Will you state in what way you degree, that their rooms were often unfur- 
consider these regulations to interfere with nished with the requisite materials for pro- 
the supply of subjects’—If 1 were to do| secuting the study of anatomy. I have the 
that, it would be only offering my opinion ;| authority of both of these gentlemen for 
perhaps you will allow me to state the facts stating, that, in the summer, they could 
as they have occurred since 1819 or 1820. always obtain subjects for dissection with 
In 1815, and from that period to about! greater facility than in the winter. The 
1822, there were very few difficulties experi- | ascribed motive of the College for enacting 
enced im this town with regard to obtaining | the law restricting dissections to the winter 
an adequate supply of subjects for dis-| season, “ in consequence of the manner in 
section. In 18¢3, the College of Surgeons, | which dissections in the summer endanger- 
in Lincoln’s-Inn Fields, enacted a by-law, | ed tle lives of the students, does not appear 
stating, that certificates of dissection would | to be the real one ; as Mr. Brookes has lec- 
not be received by the Court of Examiuers, | tured during the summer season, from fifleen 
unless the dissections were performed during to twen/y years, without having had a single 
the winter seas; this by-law had the | pupil die from the practice of swmmer dis- 
effect of drawing the pupils from every part | section ; and, during the whole of his expe- 
of England, for the purpose of cultivating the | rience, he has lost but one pupi( from dis- 
science of anatomy to that extent which| section, and that pupil died at Christmas, 
would enable them to undergo their exami-| Mr. Carpue also has practised summer dis- 
nation for the diploma. In consequence of | sections nearly twenty years, and he has 
the extraordinary flow of students into! not lost @ single pupil. It will have been 
London, at that period, the dissecting-| already perceived that the by-law passed in 
rooms became very much crowded with|18v3, and that passed in 1824, had the 
pupils; as there was an increased demand | direct tendency of throwing all the fees which 
for bodies, an increased price was asked by|could arise from teaching of anatomy in 
the resurrection men, and, ultimately, the | this country, into the pockets of the Londun 
price became so exceedingly high, that 0 | hospitat surgeons, and their immediate de- 
number of individuals, who before had not! pendents and relatives; and it is nota little 
embarked in the practice of exhumation,! singular that the members of the Court of 
entered upon it; bodies were raised and} Examiners, by whom these by-laws were 
procured for a time in the most indecent) enacted, were themselves, at least seven of 
manner ; and at last the churchyards, and|/them, London hospital surgeons. These 
one description of burial ground, in the | laws, continuing in operation at the present 
neighbourhood of London, were so watched, | time, produce the same mischievous effects 
that to obtain any subjects for the purpose|with regard to the cultivation of anatomy, 
of dissection, was next to impossible. In/as gt the period when they were first 
1824, the College enacted the by-law/enacted. Before they were enacted, dis- 
No. 1V. section 5, in which it was further| sections were practised any where, and cer- 
stated, that ‘‘ no certificates, in testimony | tificates were received without any specifi- 
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cations as to the time or place in which, or| been weeks, and even months, without a 
at which, the dissections were performed ; | subject; yet in the summer, when the lec- 
every body that could be obtained was inva-| tures are altogether prohibited, or at least 
riably applied to the purposes of dissection, not recoguised by the College, subjects are 
and eagerly sought after by the professional jrocurabie with the greatest facility, and 
men, not only of London, but of every part | at the same price as formerly. 

of the hingdem; and students as easily) 1553. Have you any further observations 
answered the questions proposed to them ia, to make upon the regulations you have 
their examinations at the College at that! pointed out !—A petition now lies on the 
period as at present. Certificates not being | table of this Honourable House from the 
received by the Court of Examiners from great body of surgeons, praying for the re- 
any part of England, except London, all the | peal of the regulations in question, on account 
pupils necessarily resort to this place ; con- | of their injustice towards country surgeons in 
sequently, the chances of an adequate sup-| the large provincial hospitals, as they bave 
ply of subjects to meet the increased de-|had the effect, or nearly so, of entirely 
mand, have, of course, been, and really are, putting a stop to the teaching of anatomy 
very much lessened. The Court of Examiners |in the country ; that petition was preseated 
appear chiefly to rely on the certificaies of to the House the year before last. 

students as the most important proof of} 1354. Have you uny observations to 
ability ; but, at the period when the last by- j}make upon article 5. of by-law No. lV. 7— 
Jaw was enacted, aud subsequently to That clause recognises the attendance of 
that period, there was scarcely a subject! pupils on the practice of the hospitals of 
to be procured for dissection in the ana-|‘‘St. Bartholomew's St. Thomas's, the 
tomical schools of this metropolis; yet the | Westminster, Guy's, St. George's, the Lon 
Court of Examinersrequired from the pupils} don and Middlesex, in London; the Rich- 
certificates of dissections which had never been | mond, Steevens’s, and the Meath, in Dub- 
performed. To show the fallacy of relying | lin ; and the Royal Iufirmaries in Edinburgh, 
ou certificates as a proof of the quantity of | Glasgow, and Aberdeen, or during four 
dissections accomplished, | may instance an | years the surgical practice of a recognised 
occurrence which happened to myself, When | provincial hospital.” The manner in which 
about <o apply for examination at the Col-| this regulation is culculated to crowd the 
lege, I was asked by a fellow-student what | Hospitals of London, aud to draw of the pupils 
number of certificates I had to take with|from the provincial institutions, where they 
me, and I told him very few; on which he | lave equal, if not greater opportunities of 
said that was a@ pity, because the examina-| acquiring professional knowledge, may be 


tion was generally proportioned to the 
quantity of certificates produced by the 
pupil, I mentioned to him that I had en- 
tered to one lecturer at a distant part of the 
town, when I first came to London; but 
finding it inconvenient, after three or four 
mormags, I relinquished the attendance ; 
of course, I said, | could get no certificate 
from him, ‘* You had better try,” he re- 
plied; **I think you can." Accordingly 1 
did apply, and received a certificate from 
the lecturer, stating that I bad ‘* regularly 
and diligently attended one course of his 
lectures on anatomy, physiology, and sur- 
gery, and one course of his dissections, 
although I had attended but four or five of 
his lectures, and no dissection whatever 
The effect of the by-law to which I have 
already alluded, directly tends to destroy the 
value of certificates, because from the man- 
ner it has crowded anatomical theatres and 
dissecting rooms, it is utterly impossible for 
the lecturer to know whether the pupil has 
been attentive to his studies or not. Sub- 
jects, up to the period of 1823, before the 
winter courses of dissection were required by 
the College, could be procured almost with- 
out difficulty, and to any extent, at four 
guineas each ; but since that period, many 
of the dissectin 





ing rooms of this town have 


understood by the fact, that although one 
vear’s attendance is deemed sufficient at the 
Westminster Hospital, four years’ attendance 
in @ provincial hospital is required; yet the 
Westminster Hospital coutains only eighty-twe 
beds, while some of the provincial hospitals 
contain upwards of three hundred ; still the 
required attendance at the /¥estminster Hos- 
pital is oaly a fourth of the period required 
at the others; but twoof the four surgeons 
f the Westminster Hospital are on the 
Court of Examiners, and the whole four are 
members of the council fiom which the 
Examiners are elected. 

1355. Is not the winter, of necessity, a 
pericd more fit for dissection than the sum- 
mer, on account of the rapidity with which 
the subjects become unit for examination l= 
{ think not, to the extent generally believed ; 
»ecause, with proper care and attention, 
subjects can be preserved with ant septics, 
for ull the purposes of dissection, nearly as 
we!l in the summer as in the winter season. 
| have this morning seen a subject at Mr. 
Carpue’s, with the muscles still on the bones, 
which has been dissected upwards of one 
year, and I cannot say that it is offensive 
even how. 

1356. Before the college passed the by 
law admitting only attendance at winter 
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courses of lectures, did as many pupils attend 
the summer courses in London !—There is a 
difficulty ,in answering thet question, because 
so many of those lecturers who lectured in 
winter did not Jecture in summer, 

1357. But although the same lecturers did 


} 


1367. Do you not consider, that in one 
respect the present regulations are better 
than they were formerly, inasmuch’as they 
require to be specified the number of courses 
of lectures on anatomy end dissection that 
the candidates for diplomas have attended — 


not lecture in the winter and the summer, No; I think they are much worse, because they 
was the attendance upon the summer lec- | compel the student of taient to devote as much 
tures us great as upon the winter lectures 1— | time to the study as they do the student of ex- 
Greater, at least with Mr. Brookes ; but that | treme dulness, who may require a period five times 


gentleman and two others were, | believe, 
the only lecturers in the summer. 

1358. Was the number of lecturers who 
lectured in the summer Jess than the number 
of those who lectured in winter !—Far less. 

1359. Therefore, upon the whole, the 
number of pupils who attended summer lec- 
tures was less ?—It was less. 

1360. When it was equally open for pupils 
to receive certificates for their attendance 
at summer as well as winter lectures, to 
what do you ascribe the greater number at- 
tending the winter courses ?— Jt was a mat- 
ter of greater convenience. ‘Ihe medical 

essions ¢ ed in October, and termi- 
nated in May, and for many years there was 
only one lecturer to any extent in the sum- 
mer, and that was Mr. Brookes, whose theatre 
was always full, While I was at St. 
Thomas's Hospital, Sir Astley Cooper, at the 
end of his course, invariably recommended 
us to go to Mr. Brookes’s during the 
summer season, “if we wished to learn 
anatomy.” 

1361, Were the other lectures which are 
usually attended by students upon materia 
medica and physiology, given in the summer 
months ?—In summer and winter also. 

1362. You stated, that the pupils receiv- 
ing certificates from various lecturers for- 
merly passed their examinations at the 
college as easily as at present; does not the 
facility with which they pass depend as well 
upon the strictness of the examiner #8 upon 
the qualifications of the examinee ’—Un- 
questionably ; but with one or two, or three 
exceptions at most, the same examiners 
formed the court then as at present. 

1363. Do you apprehend the examina- 
tions were as strict then as they are now ?— 
1 have no means of knowing ; they cannot be 
less strict. 1 had no question whatever in 
anatomy proposed to me when | was ex- 
amined. 

1364, In what year was that?—In the 
beginning of the year 1817. 

1365. Were you required then to procure 
certificates ?— Certificates of this kind (pro- 
ducing one,) a3 to lectures and dissections, 
without stating where the former were attend- 
ed or the fatter perfermed. ‘This is the cer- 
tificate, Mr. Carpue informs me, which he 
wus in the habit of giving at that time. 

1366. It does not state how many courses, 
or the jeagth of each course !—No. 





as long. 

1368. If the committee correctly under- 
stand the nature of your answer, you would 
not recommend that the time during which 
the pupil bas attended dissections should be 
any qualification ; you would desire that the 
knowledge of the pupil should be ascertained 
at the period of his presenting himself, by a 
more strict course of examination 1—Cer- 
tainly; I would neither require that the 
time the pupil had attended, nor the place 
where he had attained bis information, should 
be s; ecified ; I conceive that every thi 
should be made to depend on an efficient, PRAC- 
TICAL, PUBLIC FXAMINATION. 

1369. Are all the private lecturers, who 
now give lectures on anatomy or a course of 
dissections in London, accredited by the 
medical establishments of recognised hospi- 
tals _—That is a questions 1 cannot answer. 
The by-laws have been altered ANNUALLY these 
five vears last pust. 

1370. 1 do not observe in this copy of the 
regulations, dated the 5th of January, 1828, 
the same limitations which are found in the 
copy dated February 1826. It is not stated 
in the copy, bearing date the 5th of January 
1828, ‘‘ That certificates of attendance at 
lectures on anatomy, physiology, theory and 
practice of surgery, and the performance of 
dissections, be not received by the court, 
except from the appointed professors of 
anatomy and surgery, in the Universities of 
Dublin, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, or from 
persons teaching in a school connected with 
or accredited by the medical establishment 
ofa recognised hospital in one of the schools 
of anatomy, or from persons being physicians 
or surgeons to any of such hospitels!’—No, it 
is expunged ; and the certificates of a gentle- 
men who is present, are now received by the 
Court of Examiners; although they were 
refused by the Court of Examiners in 1823, 
1824, and 1625. 

1371. Then you believe the ‘certificates 
of private lecturers, although not accredited 
by the medical establishments of the hospi- 
tals, would be-now received 1— Yes. 

1872. You stated, that this morning you 
saw a subject which bed been dissected a 
year ago, and by the use of antiseptics, the 
muscles still remain on the bones; is that 
mode of preparation generally known !—I 
believe not; but the only means used to 
preserve it, is common salt. It was at Mr. 
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Carpue’s. He had one subject also dissected | ligently attended, during the term of at least 
about a fortnight, and in that the muscles one year, the surgical practice of one of 
and other parts were quite perfect, and al- the following hospitals ;” and then follows 
most free from smell. a list of the London, Dublin, Edinburgh, 

1373. Do you think, that if subjects could and Glasgow hospitals, ‘‘ and twice that 
be procured in asufficient quantity from the term in any of the provincial hospitals, as 
Continent, and if prepared in the manner above described; the above hospitals, 
just described, they would be fit subjects meaning such hospitals as shall contain, on 
for anatomical purposes ?—Yes; but! think | an average, 100 patients !—Strictly speak- 
we can obtain, without difficulty, much bet-| ing, that regulation amounts to an exclusion 
ter subjects here, and without violating any of the Westminster Hospital, although you 
of the feelings or prejudices of the public. wi!l perceive in Regulation 5, itis recognised, 
I believe that not more than from 500to) 1378. Howis it thatthe period of attend- 
700 subjects are wanted in London for the ance as described by you to be required in 


ye of dissection in any one year, and | 
consider there are more than 1000 un-| 
claimed persons who die in our public in- | 
stitutions, such as hospitals, workhouses, 
and prisons, during the same period. If we 
were to rely upon a foreign source, in the | 
event of a war, the supply would be instan- | 
taneously cut off. If, on the other hand, | 
we were to have the bodies of unclaimed | 
persons for dissection, we should be certain 
of an abundant supply, and there would be 
no outrage to public feeling, because people 
are quite indifferent, as long as the sub- 
jects are not their own relatives or friends 
The great prejudice which exists in this 
country against the practice of dissections, 
appears to arise from that enactment of the 
legislature which consigns the bodies of 
MURDERERS to dissection; also from the dis- 
gusting and filthy practice of exhumation, 
which employs, | believe, nearly 100 men, 
who are continually violating both law and 
decency. 

1374. Since the number of pupils attend- 
ing the winter courses, has at all times been 
considerably greater than the number of 
those attending the summer courses, should 
you anticipitate much diminution of the 
scarcity of subjects now existing, provided 
certificates of the summer courses were 
admitted 1—Certainly not, if London is still 
to be the only school of anatomy recognised in 
England. 

1375. Should you anticipate any consi- 
derable diminution of the scarcity, if certi- | 
ficates from provincial lecturers were ad- | 
mitted more freely !—Certainly, a very great | 
diminution, if the period of attendance on the 
provincial hospitals were reduced to the same | 
standard os that on the hospitals of London. | 

1576. Under the preseut regulations, is_ 
the period of attending the provincial 
courses required to be double that required | 
to be in the London schools !—Certificates 
of attendance on provincial lectures on ana- 
tomy, are not admitted at ali; but the period 
of attendance in country hospitals on sur- 
gicel practice, is four times as long as that | 
required in the Loudon hospitals. | 

1377. 1n the regulations dated February, 
1826, this passage occurs; ‘‘ Of having @i- | 





| 5th of January 1828. 


the provincial hospitals, is four times the pe- 
riod that is required in the London hospitals? 
—I cannot say; but the demand is contained 
in the /ast copy of the regulations, dated the 
The regulations were 
altered in 1827. They then stated, that 
certificates of a two years’ attendance in a 
provincial hospital would be received by the 
court, provided the pupil had previously 
attended two courses of lectures, and two 
courses of dissections in one of the recognis- 
ed schools, London being at the time the only 
recognised school in England. 

1379. Do you happen to know bow many 
patients there are in the hospital at Leeds 1— 
I do not; but 1 should think from two to 
three hundred; at Manchester there are 
about three hundred. 

1380. Are you aware of any reason why 
so much longer a period should be required 
for walking tlie country hospitals ’—None 
whatever ; unless it be that it is to Favour 
the EXAMINERS THEMSELVES. Indeed it is 
generally considered that where there are 
only a few pupils, they have a better oppor- 
tunity of acquiring information than where 
there are many. 

1381. You think, then, that a shorter time 
would be requisite im the country than in 
Lcndon !—I po. 

1582. Are you aware of the following be- 
ing the by-laws of the College of Surgeons 
in London, as long ago as the 25th of Feb- 
ruary, 1819:—1st,.Candidates must have 
certificates, first, of having been engaged for 
five years, at least, in the acquisition of pros 
fessional knowledge ; 2nd. Of having regu- 
larly attended two courses at least of ana- 
tomicul lecures, and «l o one cr more courses 
of surgical lectures in London, Dublin, 
Edinburgh, or Glasgow —I am aware of 
some such regulation having existed. 

1385. What is the reason for the different 
footing upon which Aberdeen and Dublin 
are put from other country hospitals '—I can- 


not say ; the Royal Infirmary of Aberdeen 
| is very inferior as a school of surgery to many 


of the non-recognised provincial hospitals. 

1384. Are the hospitals of Aberdeen and 
Dublin on the same footing as those of Lon- 
don !~Yes. . 





FETAL CIRCULATION IN THE HORSE. 


ON THE FETAL CIRCULATION IN THE HORSF, 
ass, cow, &c., AND THE MANNER IN 
WHICH THE POTS IS SUPPORTED. 


By R. Vixes, Esqg., Mr. Coleman's Assistant 
at the Veterinary College. 


Iw the early part of my anatom’cal stu- 
dies, on looking into the different veteri- 
nary works for information on the subject 
of the jatal circulation, 1 found so little 
stated respecting it, that I was induced 





to well investigate the manner by which 
it is effected; imi as, I believe, no au-! 
thor or lecturer has hitherio correctly de- 
scribed it, I beg leave to lay the result of 
my researches before the prof ssion, through 
the medium of your Jouraal. Mr. Blaine, | 
jn his ‘‘ Veterinary Outlines,” and Mr, 
rdman, in his Dictionary, have only 
briefly alluded to the subject, and appear to 
have taken what little they sey, from writers 
on human anatomy.* but Mr. William 
Percivall, one of the latest of our vete- 
rinary compilers, has not even mentioned 
this interesting subject in his ‘‘ Elementary 
Lectures on the Veterinary Art.” Hitherto 
the foramen ovale, in the fwtal heart of the 
horse and ass, like that of the human sub. ' 
has been described as being formed 





‘est, 
te au opening through the partition be-| 
tween the right and left auricles of the | 


heart, and that a valve is so constructed and 
situated, that it allows the blood to pass 
from the right to the left auricle, but not 
from the left to the right. 

Now, in the fetal heart of the horse, ass, 
and likewise that of the calf, we certainly 
find something of this kind of appearance, 
but it is only when examined previous to its 
being injected ; and if the auricles and ven- 
tricles be injected through the medium of 
the posterior cava (the vena cava ascendens 
in the human subject,) and the connexion 
between the auricles then completely divi- 
ded, no foramen ovale, or opening, of any 
kind, is to be seen, and if the posterior cava 
be examined close to the auricles, it will 
be found to open into the left, as well as 
into the right auricle, thereby showing that 
the blood which is brought fiom the placenta 
and posterior parts of the body, enters partiy 
into the left, aud partly into the right auri- 
cle of the heart, and consequently the blood 





* M. Biancini, in his communication to 
the Medico-Physical Society of Florence, 
the latest writer | have met with on this 
subject, (see Tne Lancet, No, 247, p. 231,) 
states, that the blood-vessels of the mother 
and fetus have an immediate and direct 
communication with each other; but my 
experiments have Jed me to entirely differ 
from him, 





of the placenta, which enters the left auri- 
ele, unites with the venous blood that is 
returned from the lungs by the pulmonary 
veins, and by thus uniting, becomes of the ar- 
terial character, it then enters the left ventri- 
cle and aorta of the heart. ‘i hat portion of the 
bieod of the placenta which enters the right 
auricle, unites with the blood of the ante- 
tior cava, (the vena cava descendens of the 
human subject,) and which likewise thus 
becomes ot the arterial character ; it then en- 
ters the :ight ventricle, from which it partly 
goes to supply the substance of the lungs 
by the pulmonary artery, while the other 
portion, escaping into the aorta through the 


ductus arteriosus, or epening formed be- 


tween the pulmovary artery and the aorta, 
becomes united with the blood of the aorta, 
to supply the various parts of the body, aa 
in the perfect animal, The blood of the 
pulmonary artery, after having given off a 
supply to the substance of the lungs, is re- 
turned to the left auricle of the heart by 
the pulmonary veins, to be renovated by 
combining with the blood brought from the 
placenta by the umbilical vein, and posterior 
cava. 

The blood of the sorta in the fetus, 
when circulating through the body, like that 
in the perfect animal, assumes different ap- 
pearances, which vary according to its de. 
grees of vitality ; in the strongest parts it 
appears of a red colour, but in the weaker 
or finer parts it is white, from possessing a 
lower degree of vital power; the red, or 
stronger kind of blood, is returned to the 
right auricle of the heert by the anterior and 
posterior cave, ws in the perfect animal ; 
and the white, or less vital blood, is returned 
by the veins usually termed lymphatics and 
lacteals, (See Tne Lancer, No. 284, p. 591.) 
The blood of the aorta, which is sent to the 
placenta by the umbilical arteries, is for the 
purpose of supplying the membranes which 
envelop the fetus, to furm the liquor 
amnii, and also to carry on the circulation 
of the vascular system of the placenta, 
The umbilical arteries have several termi- 
nations, Ist, in the minute ramifications of 
the umbilical vein, through the medium of 
the chorion and amnion; 2dly, on the surs 
face of those membranes, and, 3dly, in the 
cellular subsiance of the maternal and fatal por- 
tions of the placenta. 

The umbilical veins, on the other hand, 
have different origins, first, from the mi- 
nute ramifications of the umbilical arteries 
of the membranes ; secondly, from the sur- 
face of those membranes ; and, thirdly, frow 
the cellular sulstance of the maternal and fetal 
portions of the placenta. 

In stating that the erterial and venous 
systems of the fietus both terminate and 
arise from the cellular substance of the pla- 
cehta, 1 am fully aware that it is contrary 
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to the generally received opinion, which is, 
**that neither the umbilical arteries or | 
veins terminate or arise from the cellular | 
substance of the placenta, but that the um- | 
bilical arteries ramify minutely through the | 
membranes, and the fwtal portion of the 
placenta, and terminate wholly in returning 
veins, and that these altimately unite aud 
form one trunk, the umbilical vein; and, 
also that the uterine arteries and veins 
both terminate and arise from the cellular 
substance of the placenta; that the uterine 
arteries deposite blood into the cellular sub- 
stance, which is absorbed by the uterine 
veins ; that the umbilical arteries and veins 
ramify minutely through this cellular sub-) 
stance, end come in contact with the ma- 
ternal blood deposited in the cells; that the 
blood of the umbilical arteries is dark in 
colour, similar to the bleod of the pulmonary 
artery of the perfect animal ; and that on 
being received into the minute ramifications 
of the umbilical vein, assumes a brighter 
colour, similar to the blood of the pulmo- 
nary veins of the adult lungs; and that 
this is produced by the absorption of oxy- 
gen from the maternal blood of the placenta 
through the coats of the fetal vessels.” 

On minute examination, from numerous 
and repeated experiments, both by injecting 
the parts, as well as by careful dissections, | 
have found that the cellular substance 
which forms the bord of union between tie 
external membrane of the fetus, and the in- 
ternal membrane of the uterus, “ which is 
described by writers as being divided into 
fetal and maternal portions,” to be composed 
of a minute cellular texture; that the cells 
communicate freely with each other on both 





sides, that the use of it is to give origin and | 
termination to the arterial avd venous Bys- | 
tems, both of the mother and fcctus of this | 
part; that the vessels of the fetus, and | 
those of the mother, have no direct or imme- 
diate communication with each other, but 
that the umbilical arteries and veins both 
terminate and arise from the placenta, and 
that, on the other hand, the uterine arte- 
ries, as well as the veins, both terminate 
and arise from the fetal, as well as the ma- 
ternal portion of the same placenta. From 
the fact, then, of these vessels not commu- 
nicating, 1 infer that the action of the arte- 
rial and venous systems, both of the mother 
and foetus, ave independent of each other, 
that the uterine and umbilical arteries de- 
posite blood into the cellular substance of 
the placenta, avd that the maternal and 
fetal blood, after combining, is absorbed 
by the minute extremities of the umbilical 
and uterine veins, and thus the mother im- 
parts blood to the foetus, and the foetus to 
the mother; the mother also absorbs blood 
from the fwtus, and the fetus from the 


mother ; the blood of the mother likewise 





795 


combines with the blood of the foetus, and 
that of the fetus also with that of the 
mother, though not by a direct, but an indi- 
reet, communication of vessels, viz., through 
the medium of the cellular substance of the 


| placenta. 


‘The biood of the umbilical vein does not, 
therefore, derive its brightness of colour by 
the absorption of oxygen from the maternal 
blood in the cells of the placenta through 
the coats of the vessels, but by the direct 
absorption of the maternal arterial blood 
from the cellular substance of the placenta, 
by minute origins of the umbilical veins, 
The blood of the mother thus both excites and 
supports the action of the vascular system of 
the fetus; and the vascular system of the 
mother is both excited and supported from 
surrounding objects, as the various kinds of 
food atmospheric air, &c., which, by enter- 
ing into combination with the fluids of living 
anima! bodies, produce a live animal matter, 
termed blood, and which, ultimately, both 
excite and support the vascular system of 
the fetus. The excitability or vital prin- 
ciple of the ovum, previous to its impreg- 
nation, exists in the mother; but, by the 
absorption of the semen of the male, it then 
becomes possessed of an excitability or 
vital principle, independent of the mother, 
and this excitability is both acted on and 
supported by the arterial blood of the 
mother, to form the various important or- 
gans of the animal, as the brain, nervous 
system, Xc. 

The foetus, therefore, derives its support 
by absorbing the maternal arterial blood of 
the placenta through the minute ramifica- 
tions of the umbilical vein; this, on en- 
tering the liver, posterior cava, and, ulti- 
mately, the left and right auricles of the 
heart, and there combining with the ve- 
nous blood from al] parts of the body, again 
obtains the arterial character, and restores 
it to @ proper state to again circulate 
through the body, to nourish and support 
the growth of the various organs, in the 
manner already stated. 


Royal Veterinary College, 
Feb, 9, 1829. 


P.S.—As a ductus venosus is not found in 
the horse or ass, and as the umbilical vein 
terminates in the vena portarum, the blood 
from the placenta consequently unites with 
that of the vena portarum, previous to its 
circulating through the liver. 
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be of magnitude, or out any difficulty 
, arise in the performance of the operation. 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 9. Feels + meee bowels not very open ; 
tongue rather white. Ordered, five grains 
of blue pill every night, and half an ounce 
of castor oil every other day; extreme irre- 
James Mansu, xt. 55, was admitted into | gularity of pulse of both arms. Has always 
Darker’s Ward, March 5th, labouring un-| been informed by his medical attendants 
der calculus of the bladder, for the purpose of | that that irregularity existed. Never re- 
submitting to the operation of lithotomy.| collects having been the subject of illness, 
This is the half year during which all pa-{ with the exception of slight attacks, until 
tients coming to this Hospital, afflicted | his present disease arose ; never experienc- 
with stone, fall to the care and manage-|ed any particular palpitation of, or unplea- 
ment of Mr. Vincent. The present patient | sant sensation about, the heart, 
was unacquainted with any of the sur-| 10. Has a slight attack of coughing at 
geons of the Hospital, but was recom-| times, in the course of the day, but feelsno 
mended, by a gentleman in the neighbour- | particular inconvenience from it—never has 
hood in which he lived, to put himself under | it at night; sleeps soundly ; tongue con- 
the cure of Mr. Lawrence. Mr. Vincent | tinuing white, but moist. Has been bled 
was accordingly applied to, to permit Mr. | in the course of his life from the arm, with 
Lawrence to receive him, and to allow him | @ view to relieve him from headach. Has 
to be under Mr. Lawrence's care. After a/ expressed a slight desire to have the opera- 
short interval both applications were com- | tion performed soon, should Mr. Lawrence 
lied with, and he became the patient of the | think right to perform it at all. Mr. Law- 
atter gentleman. rence, therefore, not regarding the state of 
The patient is six feet in height, im- | the tongue, nor the slight cough, as neves- 
mensely fat, and must weigh above twenty | sary to delay the operation, has appointed 
stones. His complexion is fair, and his| Thursday, (12th,) at half-past one, for its 
general health appears to be, as he states it| performance, and ordered him to lose six- 
has always been, excellent. He came from | teen ounces of blood from the arm. 
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the neighbourhood of Dover, and performed| 11. The arm was so thickly covered with 


the journey in two days, in a carriage lent | fat, and the vein, when reached, so small, 
expressly to convey him, by the gentleman | that the dresser could scarcely get any blood 
who wished him to be treated by Mr. Law-}to flow. Continues as usual. The cough 
rence. He hasa wife, but no children. He| is not more troublesome ; and but little can 
has laboured under symptoms of stone for| be judged from the condition of the pulse. 
about three years; those symptoms have| The sixteen ounces of blood to be taken by 
gradually become more urgent, and for the | cupping from between the shoulders. 

last fourteen months he has been bed-ridden.|_ 12. Was cupped yesterday, as directed. 
He was sounded in the country, and assured | Is in good spirits, and perfectly prepared, 
of there being stone in the bladder. The} as far as his mind goes, to submit to the 
principal pain he describes to be at- the | operation. This morning his bowels have 
commencement of the urethra, and this is| been cleared, by an enema. Mr. Lawrence, 
much aggravated on every attempt at mic-| aware of what is before him, has got made 
turition, He voids his urine in small quan- | a knife, (Blizzard’s,) a staff to correspond, 
tities, and frequently. He seems to be a/and a pair of forceps, all of extra length, 
man of intelligence and respectability; and|and considerably longer than the longest 
considers himself rather unfavourable for! that have been hitherto used in this Hos- 
the operation, but is desirous of having it| pital. 

performed, either that his existence may be Operation. 

made a little more comfortable, or that he| Notice that this operation would be per- 
may be entirely freed from the woes and | formed to-day was posted yesterday at the 
ills of this life. Notwithstanding his inor-| door of the wnatomrcal theatre, where all 
dinate size, he deciares himself to have | notices of operations ought regularly to be 
been, for a long period, one of the poorest] posted. Many practitioners who lad heard 
livers; that he has never taken any thing | of this patient, (remarkable for his extra 
for breakfast, except a little gruel, eating | depth ot perineum and plethorie condition, ) 
afterwards, in the course of the day, only | as well as the pupils, being intensely anx- 
a small portion of dry bread, with occasion. | ious to witness the operation, long before 
ally @ little bacon, and never indulging | the patient was brought in the theatre was 
in the use of wines, malt or spirituous li. | crowded to an unusual degree. 

quors. Except his general healthy appear-| At twenty-eight minutes past one, the 
ance, he exhibits nothing to eneourage a| patient was placed on the operation table. 
hope that he will recover from the opera-| Four minutes were occupied in tying and 
tion, especially should the stone prove to; sounding him, and in preparing to make 
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the incision. At twenty-eight minutes be- | shaken nerve, regular, bold, systematic pro- 
fore two, Mr. Lawrence commenced the | ceeding of the operator throughout the opera- 
external incision with a double - edged | tion, secured to him the greatest admiration ; 
scalpel, which was four inches long, and | the ultimate extraction of the stone created 
extended deep into the fat below the | universal satisfaction, and its enormous size, 
skin; with the fourth cut of the instru- | corresponding with the size of the poor man 
ment, he reached the staff, which was| from whom it had been taken, occasioned 
held by Mr. Earle, Blizzard’s knife was| the utmost astonishment. The bringing out 
then introduced into the wound, carried for-| of the stone resembled more the extract- 
ward to the staff without delay, conducted | tion of the head of a foetus by the use of the 
into the bladder, and this was followed by | forceps, than of a calculus from the bladder. 
the usual gush of urine mixed with blood. | In shape it greatly resembled a large lemon, 
The operator then withdrew the knife and | rather flattened at the side on which it had 
staff, and introduced the fore-finger of his | rested in the bladder; at one end it had 
right hand, with the extremity of which, |a projecting point, similar in size and ap- 
and with the utmost difficulty, he was just | pearance to that which is sometimes found 
able, distinctly to touch the stone in the at the extremity of a lemon, but which pro- 
bladder. Withdrawing his hand, he carried | jection was afterwards unfortunately broken 
forward the longest common straight for-| off in being handed through the theatre. 
ceps belonging to the hospital, with which Measuring the long circumference, it was 
he used great efforts to enlarge, by dilata-| exactly eight inches and a half, and the 
tion and laceration, the opening that had | short, six inches. It was stated to have 
been previously made ; he was, however, as | lithic acid for its base, with a consider- 
he declared at the moment, utterly unable able deposition of triple salt forming 
to lay hold of the calculus with them, even around it, After the projection was broken 
when introduced to their fullest extent. He | off, and without the small pieces that were 
withdrew them. Pausing for about 10 or 1g‘ afterwards taken out of the bladder, it 
seconds, he introduced the long straight for- | weighed four ounces seven drachms, It ex- 
ceps, which he had got made expressly for | hibited indistinct marks of having been ad- 
the dernier ressort. After they had entered the herent to the bladder. All present seemed 
bladder, the operator turning them round and | to agree in regarding the manual ee | 
round, in a semicircular form, and opeuing of the operator on this occasion as unequalled, 
and shutting them with apparently great but thought the violence used in dilating the 
force, considerably enlarged the wound, and | opening, and pulling out the stone, extreme, 
was then able, by urging them forward asfar/if not uvjusufiable. Mr. Lawrence, how- 
as they would possibly go, to lay hold of the | ever, observed in the ward to which the 
stone. Continued great force, if not vio-| patient had been returned to bed, that it 
lence, was kept up in the extraction of the | was impracticable for any operator to have 
calculus. Almost immediately on laying | removed that stone with a less degree of 
hold of it, it slipped out of the forceps, | force ; and that a comparison of the dimen- 
Again it was grasped; and when it_ap-| sions of this enormous stone, with thore of 
peared to have been pulled @ considerable | the inferior aperture of the pelvis, would 
way along the wound, unfortunately the for- | immediately satisfy any person on that point, 
ceps slipped off it again. A third time, | He stated, that the incision in the prostate 
and without the least delay, the operator and neck of the bladder, whatever instru- 
caught it, and at length it was extracted, ment is used, and however freely it is em- 
the operation occupying, from the com-| ployed, will not allow the extraction of 
mencement of making the incision to the stones, even of ordinary magnitude, with- 
extraction, seven minutes and a hulf, ‘The | out more or less of dilatation and lacera- 
bladder was then injected through the | tion, and that larger stones cannot be ex- 
wound with warm water, as a few pieces of | tracted through the perineum without great 
the stove were found to have leen broken) firce, In proof that the dilatation of the 
off, which brought away a very few frag-| wound by the forceps, by which this object 
ments. The scoop was rext introduced, | is effected, is not necessarily very injurious, 
but nothing removed by it. The patient he mentioned to the pupi's that the late 
was then instantly unbound, and a small Mr. Martineau, of Norwich, who enjoyed 
quantity of wine and water administered ;| the highest reputation as a skilful liihoto- 
he shook hands with Mr. lawrence, ex-| mist, always operated with a blunt gorget, 
pressed his warmest thanks and yratitude,| pushing it on into the bladder, after he had 
and was carried to bed. cut into the groove of the staff, then carry- 
From the commencement of the operation | ing in the forceps on the gorget, and trust- 
profound silence prevailed, broken only by ling to dilatation by the forceps alone for 
the expression of Mr. Lawrence alluded to | making a sufficient aperture to allow the 
above, and a few ejaculations on the part of | extraction of the stone. 
the patient, The perfect self command, wn The patient was ordered two grains of 
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crude opium, which l.e took, and a common 
linetus to keep his mouth moist. 

13. Two o'clock, rp.m. Is lying on his 
right side. States that he slept well during 
the night, and a great part of the forenoon. 
He says he feels as well as he could possibly 
have expected, after undergoing such on 
operation ; “It was sharp work, Sir,” said 
the poor fellow, shaking Mr. Lawrence b 
the hand ; * It was sharp work, my friend, 
indeed,” replied Mr. Lawrence ; ** but you 
now are doing very well.” ‘ Thank you, 
Sir,” said the patient, “ and I believe I shall 
do very well, it 
quiet ; but there is a great noise in the ward, 
which hurts me.” The pulse is still irre- 
gular, and much the same as before the ope- 
ration. The tongue is white, (but not 
whiter than before the operation,) and 
moist. The water has flowed freely through 
the wound. 

The sister was directed to keep the ward 
quiet, and not to allow any person to go to 
the patient’s bed, except the dresser. If 
no symptoms come on requiring it, the pa- 
tient is to have nothing given to him, except 
small quantities of nourishing food, should 
he wish to take any. Should any urgent 
symptoms towards night require it, then 
give castor oil, and five or seven grains of 
the soap pill, with opium. 

Nine, p.. At six o'clock the patient 


complained of uneasiness about the lower 
part of the abdomen, and in half an hour 
afterwards nauseo, sickness, vomiting, and 
hiccup supervened, which have continued 
until now. ‘The soap pill, with opium, has 


been given. Mr. Lawrence has been sent 
for to see him, and orders 

Calemel, 4 grains, 

Jalap, 12 grains, immediately. 
And then two table spoonsful of the following 
mixture, to be taken every two hours: 


Sulphate of magnesia, 1 02. 
Carbonate of magnesia, 1 drachm, 
Mint water, 8 ozs. 


Twelve o'clock. Part of the above me- 
dicine hes been given; but the stomach 
continues to reject every thing. The un- 
favourable symptoms are proceeding. The 
house surgeon has ordered fifty leeches to 
be applied to the abdomen immediate'y, 
and two grains of calomel, with one-third of 
a grain of opium, to be taken every three 
hours. 

14, Ilalf-past five, s,m. Having conti- 
nued in great pain, and suffered much, the 
poor man has just expired. No attempt to 
alleviate his distress proved in the least 
degree effectual. The bowels never acted, 
The last time they were relieved. was by 
the injection on the morning of the ope- 
ration, 


I am only allowed to be kept | 
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Examination of the body eight hours after death. 

At half-past one the post-mortem examina- 
tion was commenced by Mr. Lawrence, in 
the presence of Messrs. Earle, Lloyd, and a 
reat number of practitioners and pupils. 
Ir. Lawrence first made an incision in the 
usual way from the clavicular end of the 
sternum to the pubes, through the skin and 
adipose substance, and then a transverse 
section immediately below the ribs. A 
bloody, purulent fluid, in small quantity, 
escaped from the cellular membrane con- 
necting the muscles, and slso from between 
the muscles and peritoneum. The conro- 
lutions of small intestine in the lower part 
of the abdomen presented very slight ap- 
pearances of peritoneal inflammation, and 
the peritoneum lining the muscles was in 
a similar state in the seme situation, but no 


|effusion had taken place into the cavity. 
| Several convolutions of the ileum were adhe- 


rent to each other, and to the fundus of the 
bladder, by old adhesions of almost tendi- 
nous firmness ; the extent and closeness of 
these preternatural connexions occasioned 
surprise that the functions of the parts 
should have been so well performed. The 
liver was ccnnected to the diaphragm by old 
firm adhes‘ons. There was considerable ec- 
chymosis in the lower part of the sheath of 
the right rectus abdominis; a slighter de- 
gree in the adipose membrane at the sides 
and fundus of the bladder ; and etill slighter, 
and quite superficial patches of similar effu- 
sion were found under the peritoneum lin- 
ing the lower half of the abdominal muscles, 
particularly on the right side. Excepting 
the slight increased vascularity and the old 
adhesions already noti¢ed, the adominal ca- 
vity and its contents were natural ; the pe- 
ritoneum wes not even inflamed in the pel- 
vis, nor where it covers the bladder. 

An incision was now made along the right 
side of the scrotum to the anus, the symphy- 
sis pubis divided, and the bladder, with the 
wound made in the operation, and surround- 
ing parts, removed, that the view might be 
as distinct as possible. In doing this a great 
quantity of purulent fluid flowed from the 
cellular Be nae eround the fundus of the 
bladder, and the different other parts cut 
through. Bruises and ecchymoses of the cel- 
lular membrane in:mediately in the neigh bour- 
hood of tLe fundus of the bladder, perfectly 
apparent. ‘lhe bledder was long, correspond- 
ing in sl:ape with the stone, and very narrow 
at its upper pert, On laying it open, the 
muccus membrane, in two parts to which it 
is suppes.d the calculus had adhered, were 
torn, as if done in the act of pulling out the 
stone ; three small fragments were found ; 
the edges of the wound into the bladder 
were torn, contused, and ecchymosed. 

The urethra next cut open, and this was 
gorged with congulated blood. The prostate 





LESION OF THE EYE.—THE BLOOD. 


not enlarged ; nea:ly but not quite separated 
from the membranous portion of the urethra. 
The edges of the wound into it torn, bruised, 
and ecchymosed. 

The kidneys were next examined. Exter- 
nally they presented a light greyish appear- 
ance, somewhat like the kidney described 
by Dr. Bright to be generally found in drop- 
sical subjects. Both rather small, but not 
merbidly so. On laying them open, the 
pelves, and excretory parts, were unusually 
large. The mucous membrane on the inside | 
surface of the right kidney rather vascular, 
and slightly tuberculated ; that of the left 
more pale and healthy. 

The heart of an immense size. In situ, 
it seemed as large as a bullock’s. When} 
removed, the left ventricle alone was quite | 
as large as a common heart. The orifice | 
of the coronary vein was large enough to 
admit the little finger. The coronary artery 
perfectly healthy. The lining of the aorta 
of a rich creamy colour. The whole of the 
heart healthy, and exhibiting nothing to 
explain the irregularity of the pulse. 

The right lung slightly adherent to the | 
parietes of the chest; but both Jungs, on 
the whole, healthy. 

It was concluded, that the inflammation | 
of the cellular membrane, at the lower part | 
of the abdomen, had been the cause of | 
death, that this bad excited the partial peri- | 
toneal inflammation, and that the violent 
disorder, of which the commencement was 
diselosed by dissection, could not have 
ended otherwise than fata!ly. 

The extent of the adipose substance of this 
individual was almost inconceivable. On 
dissection it appeared to a greater degree 
than was even expect-d. Over the sternum 
the fat was full two inches thick; thence 
downwards, and over the pubes, it measured 
five inches from the skin to the bone. The 
mesentery on being cut through, was full 
two inches. On the inner, as well ason the 
external, side of the rectus abdominis, the 
fat was amazingly deep. ‘The patient was 
the most corpulent that had ever submitted 
toa capital operation at this hospital; the 
calculus the largest ever extracted ; the in- 
struments the longest ever used ; and the 
interest, from the moment of his admission 
tothé termination of the post-mortem exami- 
nation, the greatest ever excited. 

Some reason existed, when too late, to 
suspect that the patient had been labouring 
under dar aitoond! “ symptoms, on Friday, 





HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE, 


—_— 
SINGULAR LESION OF THE EYE. 


Louis B., wtat, 23, of a very strong con- 
stitution, was, on the 2d of January, acci- 
dentally struck by a whip over the left cheek 
and eye ; although no external wound could 
be discovered, he felt a violent pain, and 
was immediately deprived of the sight of the 
eye, which subsequently became inflamed, 
so that it was impossible to ascertain the 
condition of the interior of the globe. Under 
an antiphlogistic treatment, the inflamma- 
tion subsided, but when it had disappeared, 
three weeks alter the accident, sight was 
not restored. He consulted M. Faure, who 
immediately observed a capaular cataract, 
and after having continued for some time 
the use of leeches and emollient poultices, 
took the patient to the Hdpital de la Cha- 
rité, where he was examined, and the eye 
found to be in the following state: the cor- 
nea, conjunctiva, and sclerotica, were 
healthy, and offered no trace of any previous 
wound ; the iris presented, on its external 
part, a transverse division, four lines in 
breadth, from the edges of which, mem- 
branous filaments were seen running to- 
wards the capsule of the lens. ‘The iris was 
not at all changed in colour, but did not con- 
tract, even in the strongest light; the 
aqueous humour was perfectly limpid. The 
|lens was of a milk-white colour, with mo- 
| ther-of-pearl coloured spots ; its cireumfe- 
lremce was rather irregular, and reached 
| almost to the external margin of the iris, 
| between which and the cataract, a space of 
‘about halfa line was uncovered, and formed 
ja sort of artificial pupil, through which the 
rays could pass to the retina.—La Clinique, 





OBSERVATIONS ON MR. VINES’ THRORY OF 
THE BLOOD. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Mr. Vives, in No. 272 of Tur Lancer, 
having denied the s,s that the blood 
is a compound fluid; I beg to know through 
| the medium of this Journal, in what manner 


| that gentleman imagines the various secre- 





about mid-day, when Mr. Lawrence saw/tions of the body accomplished, or from 
him, and when he said that he felt well,| what source he thinks they are derived. If 
and was going on well; but that under a/ we admit Mr. Vine's theory to be true, we 
dread of having to take medicine, he sup- | must blot out the long reecived opinion, that 
pressed the true state of his feelings. ' the secretions are derived immediately from 
the blood. He further states the blood to 
be ‘‘ living animal matter, capable of assum- 
ing either a fluid or solid form.” But, I 
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e, while in its vessels, and 
while the natural heat and circulation are 
combined, the blood never exists in a solid 
form. Again he says, “I consider the 
base of the blood to be originally white, and 
that it derives its colour and lating 
properties, from the combination of atmos- 

heric air, whilst circulating through the 
ungs.” It is admitted that the blood is ren- 
dered red when circulating in the lungs, 
from the action of the air, but it is of a dark 
colour before, and uot white. As to its de- 
riving its property of coagulation from the 
same cause, 1 shall say nothing, as I hope 
Mr. Vines will, at a future time, explain 
more fully, in what manner this is effected, 
He continues, ‘‘ 1 consider that its different 
colours indicate its various degrees of vita- 
lity, for in the strong parts of the body it ap- 





We do not believe that Mr. Day’s"theory 
establishes the position he wishes to prove. 
The doctrine of ocular adjustment in most 
respects is very erroneous. Mr, Day may 
receive his paper on sending to our oflice. 
His note did not arrive sufficiently early to 
be noticed in our last number. 

We cannot insert reports of cases, or any 
statements of facts, from anonymous corres- 
pondents. 

We do not send any parcels from our 
office. J. R., of Liverpool, must obtain 
his supply through the regular channel. 
Lancers to be forwarded by the coaches, 
may be obtained at the office, at two o'clock 
on every Friday. Mr. M., of Leeds, will 
probably deem this notification a sufficient 
reply to his note, 

A Pupil of St. Bartholomew's, complaios 


pears red, from possessing a high degree of | that a patient about to undergo amputation, 
vital power; while in the weak, or finer | was on a recent occasion kept on the opera- 
parts, it is white, from having only a much | tion table upwards of a quarter of an hour 


lower degree of vitality.” In what sense of 
the expression is vitality to be understood ? 
By vitality, is generally understood the life or | 
nourishment of a part or patts ; but surely it 
cannot be advanced with reason, that the | 
parts, in which colourless blood circulates, are | 
not equally nourished with those which receive | 
the same support from red blood. If strength | 
be meant, the objections will appear evident. | 
Henry Day. 





CALCULI 


A patient of Mr. M. P. Moyle, of 
Helston, has lately passed from the urinary 
bladder several fragments of a calculus, one 
of which was nearly two-thirds of an inch 
in length, This fragment was retained for 
a short time in the urethra, and was, at last, 
expelled by a violent gush of urine. The 
penis and scrotum were much swelled and 
inflamed. The age of the patient was 73. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


— 


As the report sent to us by Mr. Thomas 
Proctor is not exactly suited to the pages 
of this Journal, we have forwarded it to the 
“ VETERINARIAN,” 

Thanks to J. B. for his communication on 
Tic Douloareux ; but the case which he has 
related is not so interesting as that of Dr. 
Pemberton, the particulars of which have 
already been inserted in this Journal. Seve- 
ral casesof tic douloureux have been reported 
as cured by electricity, subcarbonate of iron, 
and gulphate of quinine. 


before the surgeon made his appearance. 
This is too bad, 

« H.C.” on reflection will perceive the in- 
justice of inserting an anonymous criticism 
on the authenticated statement of Mr. P. 

“H.M.” It is not necessary to produce 
articles of — at the College of 
Surgeons. certificate of having been en- 


gaged in acquiring surgical information 
six years js, however, necessary. 
‘The following note was accidently omitted 


at the bottom of the letter of “ X. Y.Z.” 
page 767, of our last number. “ The old 
ladies deem the Linnzan name sufficient.” 
We shail be happy to reply orally to the 
other question.—Ep. 

**Senex.” A few of the medical book- 
sellers we believe supply the weekly medical 
periodicals with great regularity ; but it is 
a trade which is attended with considerable 
inconvenience to them ; hence they do not 
court it. The inferior journals are generally 
taken to the medical booksellers, by men 
called Hawkers, who receive an additional 
allowance from the publisher. But as we 
do not think proper to make any such allow- 
ance, this work is supplied in London 
almost entirely by the newsmen, who are 
remarkable for both expedition and punctu- 
allity. “Senex” may send his order to 
our office. 


(Other correspondents must stand over.] 


Errata. 


Page 729, col. 1, line 37, for glabe, read 
socket. 

Page 740, col. 2, line 6, from the bottom, 
for 1827, read 1822. 

Page 752, col. 2, line 18, for he has, read 
they have, Line 19 for he is, reud they are. 








, - . Fee ee ee ee re 


